
Notes from Broken Down House by Paul David Tripp. ©2009 Shepherd Press (1-800-338-1445), ISBN 
9780981540061. Please note that there may occasionally be sections of these notes that are somewhat 
unclear to the reader because these were originally teacher's notes that were prepared for group discussion. 
Prepared by Pastor Tim Lovegrove, Grace Bible Church of Menifee.  

 
Broken Down House 

Chapters 1 & 2 
 

We start with this imagery of a broken-down house. Even before we get started, can you think of broken-down 
ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ you can begin to see how those houses can function as an illustration of our lives and 
of life in this world.  
 
ά¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ what the house once looked like, who lived in it, and how it got into such a miserable 
ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦέ 

¶ This is one of the core worldview questions: What did this world used to look like? How did it get into 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ planet? It is clearly a broken down house now ς 
but how did it get here in the first place, and how did it become like this?  

 
ά{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘΧΦ hǘƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǎŜŜ 
ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΦέ  

¶ 6 billion people whose lives are complicated and messed up by sin. That is enough to overwhelm 
anyone! Lǘ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŜǎǎ с ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
problems and tragedies. But God intends for us to see the potential in the world around us ς the 
potential of the cross of Christ to transform sin-damaged people into God-glorifying disciples.  

 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ōŜŀǊǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛƴǘŜǎǘ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ Lǘ ǎƛǘǎ ǎƭǳƳǇŜŘΣ ŘƛǎƘŜǾŜƭŜŘΣ ƛƴ 
pain, groaning for the restoration that can only be accomplished by the hands of him who built it in the first 
ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ  

¶ TURN TO, READ Romans 8:18-23. Humanity has had thousands of years to try to figure out how to 
ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ /ǊƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ŀnd depression and 
ƘŀǘǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ The creation groans under the weight 
ƻŦ ǎƛƴΩǎ ŎǳǊǎŜΣ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ DƻŘ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎΦ So this is 
the question of the book: what do you do in a world like that? How do you live productively in a world 
that is so messed up?  

 
άwƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ƧƻȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀŘƭȅ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ōȅ 
sin. How can you live above the damage? Even better, how can you be an active part of the restoration that 
ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǊŜŘemption?έ 

¶ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƘƛŘŜΦ .ŜƛƴƎ ƘŜǊƳƛǘǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΦ LƎƴƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΦ 
TURN TO, READ I Peter 2:9 The people who have been taken from the darkness into the light cannot 
ƴƻǿ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƘƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘΗ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊoclaim the excellencies of the 
Rescuer, the Restorer, the only One who can make sense out of this mess and bring change in this 
mess. Mark 16:15 Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation!  

¶ .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛm the good news to all creation when we ourselves are struggling with the 
broken down house. Some of you have lived through a housing renovation ς ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦǳƴΣ 
having your house torn up and in progress for weeks or months. But tƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƴƻǿ. God 
ƛǎ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ 
LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘΣ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘΣ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǉǳƛǘΦ  

¶ TURN TO, READ II Cor. 4:16, 5:1-2 ²Ŝ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
descriptions. Our outer man is decaying, our house is torn down, in this house we groan. Broken Down 



House is a very biblical idea. And the temptation, mentioned at the beginning of verse 16, is to lose 
heart.  

 
ά!ǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƳŜǎǎƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭȅ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  
 

¶ This is one of the things that makes Christian living seem so difficult: how can we continue to live 
productively in a world that is so messed up? LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ This one of the reasons we 
sometimes shy away from ministry to others: our lives are messy and complicated enough without 
adding ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳŜǎǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΗ  

 
Now, ŀǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŜntioned, the world is more than just a broken-down house. It is also a house 
undergoing renovations, because God is doing a work of restoration. He is taking sinners and changing them 
ƛƴǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ άǎŀƛƴǘǎΣέ Ƙƻƭȅ ƻƴŜǎΦ .ǳǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
seems like things get worse on their way to getting better. At least the kitchen was useable before ς ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ 
just a big pile of torn up tile and old cabinet parts and countertops. The restoration process itself is difficult.  
 
Living in the middle of a restoration project requires a lot of patience, planning, awareness, flexibility, skill. 
Tripp uses a very good illustration: 
ά¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ƛŦ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ ƻǊ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǳǎŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 
crane equipped with a wrecking ball out front, you can give up on restoration. But if there are a lot of hand 
ǘƻƻƭǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƘƻǇŜΦ ¢ǊǳŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǎǳōǘƭŜǘȅΣ ǎƪƛƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜΦέ LŦ ȅƻǳΩre going to take 
down some crown molding and refinish itΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩt get it down with a sledge hammer. Some people go about 
life with a sledge hammer or wrecking ball ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ 
around them. They are always blowing up at people, knocking people over, they are like a bull in a china shop. 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ  
 
¢¦wb ¢hΣ w9!5 /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎ мΥнуΣ оΥмсΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΥ άǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΦέ Life in a house being 
restored requires wisdom and carefulness and hand tools and skill.  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƘole study: 
how do you live wisely in a messed up world? How can you be more like a skillful hand tool than a wrecking 
ball? How can we be part of the restoration instead of adding to the problem? How can we live productively 
when its seems like everything goes wrong? That is the point of this study.  
 
Part of the answer is that we must embrace the restoration process. We all tend to procrastinate ς our to-do 
list grows longer and longer. We ignore problems until they become a crisis, because wŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ 
with a broken-down house. But: 
άDƻŘ ŘƻŜǎ ŎŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜΦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ 
share in his holy dissatisfactionΧΦ  
 
Then Tripp gives five carefully worded sentences that I think help to summarize that holy dissatisfaction:  
 
άHe wants our lives to be shaped by uncompromising honesty and undiminished hope.έ  
 
Uncompromising honesty: sometimes we ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƴŜǎǘȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩs really happening. We 
start to cover up or ignore a lot of the messiness. If you do that in your house, you get in big trouble. ²ŜΩƭƭ 
talk about that more in a minute. We need to honestly face the realities of the brokenness of this world 
and our lives. But that must be combined with undiminished hope. I Cor. 13:7 Love hopes all things. Hope 
because God is the ultimate restorer and He is at work in the world.  
So there are two key phrases: uncompromising honesty and undiminished hope.  
 



άHe wants us to face how bad things really are, not as survivalists, but as restorers.έ 
 
Survivalists ς this is the grin and bear it view ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƛǎ ŜŀƎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƛƴ ŀ 
whiny sense ς ǿƘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪΣ LΩƳ ǎƻ ǎƛŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ?! Every day is just terrible, waiting to die or 
for the Lord to finally ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ς we face how bad things really are as 
restorers.  
TURN TO, READ II Timothy 2:20-21 We are vessels, tools, useful to the master and prepared for every good 
ǿƻǊƪΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ Řƻǿƴ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻŀƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΤ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴǎŜ 
ourselves from sin so ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻƻƭǎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪ IŜΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  
 
άIŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴ-Řƻǿƴ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦέ  
 
Two more keys phrases: hearts of patience and eyes of promise. TURN TO, READ James 5:7-11. Instead of 
complaining hearts, we need hearts of patient endurance. But that gets combined with eyes of promise -  
eȅŜǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ WŀƳŜǎ п ǎŀȅǎ ς ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊΦ !ƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ 
full of promises, not only about His return but about the work He is doing here and now. We must have 
our eyes on those promises, or we will lose heart.  
 
άIŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜƭŦ-ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  
 
Earlier we mentioned that we are not just trying to be survivalists. Here he is pointing out that survivalism 
is self-ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ōŀŘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǎŀƪŜΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦ-focused 
survivalism, we are called to the hard work of restoration. LǘΩǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭƛǎǘ ς the work of 
restoration is hard work. But it is work that is our privilege. God calls us to it.   
 
άIŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜΦέ  
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
it. The great I AM does have it. And He delights to give it to people who know they need it.  
 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ŀ ōǊƻƪŜƴ Řƻǿƴ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ how we can live God-
ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ I want us to spend a 
few more minutes exploring one aspect of that in a little more depth. Remember that a couple of minutes ago 
we talked abouǘ άǳƴŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ƘƻƴŜǎǘȅέ ς the willingness to truly face the true status of the world we live 
in?  
 
Chapter 2 of TrippΩs books focuses more specifically on that theme. The chapter is called άYƴƻǿ ²ƘŜǊŜ ¸ƻǳ 
!ǊŜΦέ Do we live in the reality of where we are? ά5o you bring to each day realistic expectationsέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ 
understand where you are? {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ Ŧŀƴǘŀǎȅ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ 
sinners around us or the sinfulness in us. For example:  

¶ Marriage: Somehow, when we get married, we all harbor expectations that this person I am marrying 
is not actually a sinner who will complicate my life and make it messy. This person is actually a nearly 
perfect specimen of humanity who makes all my dreams come true ς sure he or she has a few 
weaknesses, but I love even those weaknesses. Then you find out that you really did marry a sinner, 
and their sinfulness is not very lovable. That person really does regular complicate your life with their 
ǎƛƴŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΦ !ǎǘƻƴƛǎƘƛƴƎƭȅΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩt in love any more. It has nothing to do 
with being in love ς it has everything to do with the fact that you forgot where you live. For a few 
ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ōǊƻƪŜƴ Řƻǿƴ 
house. You bought the lie that marriage would be a sinless bliss. Uncompromising honesty would 
recognize this: marriage is part of the restoration process. Marriage is one of the things God uses to 



transform sinners. And when you get married you are signing up for all of the messiness that comes 
with that restoration process.  

¶ Parenting: We get frustrated at our children for messing up our lives by sinning. How could they 
embarrass me by sinning like that at church of all places? How could they mess up our vacation with 
that sinful attitude? Why are my children messing up my life?? Wait ς did you expect your children to 
contribute to a sinless utopia in which you could be perfectly happy? Parenting is so hard because 
parenting is the front lines of the battle for restoration. If you expect your kids to be perfect so that 
you will be happy, you have forgotten where you live.  

¶ Church: As a pastor, I can make it my goal to have a church where there are no problems to complicate 
my life. A church where everyƻƴŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘǎ ƘŀǇǇƛƭȅΣ ŀōǎƻǊōƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ 
humbly, loving one another, and growing in Christ every day. I want a perfect church. If I have that 
foolish expectation, I have forgotten where I live. I will soon get frustrated at anyone who has 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΗ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƳŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǳǇ Ƴȅ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ǳǘƻǇƛŀΗ "Stop having problems ς this is not on my agenda 
that I planned!" LΩǾŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ƭƛǾŜΦ LΩǾŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ōǊƻƪŜƴ Řƻǿƴ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ 
ŀǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΗ  

 
άL ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ location amnesia. We have forgotten where we live. Lose 
sight of the fact that this is a broken down house where nothing works quite right, and it sets you up for all 
ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦέ 
 
One of the ways we know we need to honestly face this broken down house is because the Bible does it! Listen 
ǘƻ ¢ǊƛǇǇΥ ά¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǇƭŀƴŜ ǘƻƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳȅǎǘƛŎŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǘŜŀŎƘ 
blissful separation from the brokenness of every-day life. No, the Bible is a book about this world. It is a gritty, 
ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ōƻƻƪΦ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǉǳƭƭ ŀƴȅ ǇǳƴŎƘŜǎΦ IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴȅ ŎǊŀŎƪǎΦ IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦƭŀǘǘŜǊ ƻǊ ŀǾƻƛŘΦ 
There is no denial of what is real and true. The sights and sounds of the Bible are familiar. They are the sights 
and sounds of the very same broken world you and I wake up to every day. Dirt and smoke are on every page. 
¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴƻǎǘǊƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȅŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǊƛŘ ŀƛǊ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƎƻƴŜ ōŀŘΦέ  
 
TURN TO, READ Romans 3:10-му ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ς ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴΗ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ƻŦ 
the Bible stories you know about murder, immorality, deceit, corruption, rebellion, rape, greed, injustice. We 
could start listing story after story. This is great news! The Bible talks about God, and what God is doing in this 
world, and how God can change us in this world. The Bible is real! ¢ƘŜ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘƻŘƎŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ 
it explains reality! 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ It would not be loving for the Bible to ignore the real world. Thankfully, the Bible 
explains the real world. And it tells us that God can transform us into joyful, useful people in the real world.  
 
Tripp finishes with a list of 5 quick ideas about how to live in this broken down house. These five are just a 
ǘŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΦ  

¶ Determine to be honest.  

¶ Let yourself mourn.  

¶ Fight to be dissatisfied.  

¶ Be glad. 

¶ Live with anticipation.  
 
You face a lot of brokenness this week ς in yourself and in others. How did you handle it? Did you spiral into 
discouragement? Did you get upset at your spouse, your children, your friends because they were messing up 
your sinless utopia? Were you excited about the work of God in the lives of others? Did you see potential or 
problems? Did you see yourself as an instrument for God to use ς or did you hope God would just fix everyone 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΚ  



²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭƛǎǘǎΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜǊǎΦ ²e can face how bad things 
really are, but then have patience and joy and fix our eyes on his promises. We can hear his call to move from 
self-centeredness into the work of restoration. And we can reach out and take hold of his offer of the hope and 
grace that only He can give.  
 
Have you seen a fully restored house? What once was a rundown mess is now a beautiful home. Because of 
ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƻƴŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƻƴŜ ǎǘŜǇ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘƻǇ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 
frustrated at the pŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ŘƻǿƴΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀƴǎŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ 
and let God renovate us, that we might be tools He can use in the renovation of others.  
 
READ II Timothy 2:20-21 one more time.  

 
Broken Down House 

Chapter 3 
 

We've been talking about the importance of remembering where ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

importance of remembering who you are. Location amnesia leads to identity amnesia ς forgetting where you 

are leads to forgetting who you are.  

ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦέ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎǇƛǊŀƭ ƛƴǘƻ 

depression, or puff yourself up with pride, or a thousand other things in between. So in chapter 3, Paul Tripp 

deals with two simple identities that we must remember all the time. Our thinking and living must be 

constantly shaped by these two identities:  

¶ Sinner 

¶ Child of Grace 

You must live daily in the reality of both. He summarizes the core concepts this way:  

Your identity as a sinner: not as good as you thought.  

Your identity as a child of grace: better than you can imagine.  

I want to let James remind us that we are not as good as we think: READ James 

¶ 1:13-14 we are easily carried away and enticed by our lusts 

¶ 2:1-4 we tend toward personal favoritism 

¶ 2:2 

¶ 3:8-10 we have terrible tongues 

¶ 4:1-3 we lust and we envy, we fight and we quarrel 

¶ 4:4 we befriend the world 

¶ 4:5-12 we speak against our Christian brothers 

¶ 4:13-17 we boast arrogantly 

Yikes ς was that really a description of me? Yes. It is terrible exegesis to pass that off as merely a description of 

an unsaved person. James knows that those things trouble those who are followers of Christ. We are not as 

good as we think we are.  



ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƴŜŜŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜΦέ  

If an army minimizes their enemy, if a sports team minimizes the other team, if a company minimizes their 

rivals, they are in big trouble. If you minimize your potential for sin, you will set yourself up for spiritual 

trouble.  

1 Thessalonians 5:6 so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober. 
 8 let us be sober,  
2 Timothy 4:5 But you, be sober in all things,  
1 Peter 1:13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit,  
1 Peter 4:7 The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of 
prayer. 
1 Peter 5:8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour. 
 

άLǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ 

out for the help of God and others. Self-righteousness can cause us to try to live more independently than 

God ever intended. We do not reach out for help because, frankly, we do not think we need it. So we live 

independent and self-ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǊŘǿƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΦέ 

Ever since Adam & Eve, self-dependent living has been a disaster. But you will try to live self-dependently if 

you forget who you are.  

You must not forget that you are still a sinner.  

But that is not the whole story. You are also a child of grace. At its core the word grace refers to what is not 

earned or deserved or merited. "Amazing Grace" is the song of Christians everywhere.  

Tripp talks about three areas in which we receive grace:  

The Grace of Forgiveness 

TURN TO, READ Luke 7:36-47 

This is, of course, the very heart of the gospel ς I am a forgiven sinner. And that forgiveness is so overwhelming 

and compelling because it was of grace: not deserved or earned one little bit. Entirely a gift.  

The Grace of Enablement 

II Cor. 8:9 and 9:8 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake 

He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich. And God is able to make all grace 

abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every 

good deed; 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ фΥуΚ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƎƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƎƛǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ you 

might give generously. God can enable us to do what He calls us to do. Through the Holy Spirit within me, God 

can give the power to do what He calls me to do. The grace of enablement means that as a gift, God actually 

make me able to do what He calls me to do. (also read II Corinthians 8:1-2) 



The Grace of Deliverance  

DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ IŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŜǊŀŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƭŀǎǘ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΦ IŜ 

will not stop until this is completed. And He will not actually stop then, because for all of eternity you will 

continue to receive grace: Ephesians 2:7 that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His 

grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ς because 

through Christ God gives and gives and gives and gives and gives to us. Christmas never ends for those who 

turn to Jesus as Savior and Ruler. ²Ŝ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ άƎǊŀŎŜΦέ   

Now, on pages 42-43 of the book, Tripp has a very carefully written section of two-part sentences that shows 

the facets of grace. It is one of those sections that you can read in about 90 seconds, but you know it took the 

author many hours to write. And when you come across a section like that you are wise to slow way down. 

Here are some of the key phrases (buy the book for all of them!):  

Grace is a story and grace is a gift.  

The entire story of redemption can be summed up in the word grace. Look at the name of our church: Grace 

Bible Church. Ask me why we ƴŀƳŜŘ ƛǘ άDǊŀŎŜέ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅ 

ever told is summed up in that one word. .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊΤ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ōƻƻƪΤ 

grace is a gift that you can receive. LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ς it can be your story. You can have it. It 

is a gift.  

Lǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǇŜΦ  

How do you know ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘΚ BŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ DǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ 

does, it is who He is. He cannot stop being gracious without stopping being God. Grace is his nature ς it is not 

our nature. We are naturally getters and hoarders. We expect people to deserve and earn whatever they get 

from us. God is naturally a giver. Grace is also our hope. Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ 

hope? When that someone reaches out in love toward you. Suddenly their character becomes your hope.  

Grace is a transforming tool and a state of relationship.  

Sometime scripture speaks of grace like a tooƭ ƛƴ DƻŘΩs hands. How can God change sinners into saints? Well 

He has this tool He uses, and we call it grace. By His grace He changes His people.  

But in a totally different way the Bible speaks of grace as a state of relationship. There was this story recently 

ŀōƻǳǘ {ƘŀǉǳƛƭƭŜ hΩbŜƛƭƭ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘǊƻǇ by the White House to see the president. He wanted to see what would 

happen if he just showed up and asked to be allowed to see the president. Is Shaq important enough for that 

to happen? The answer was no. So you picture someone in a banquet with a president or king ς and you ask 

ǘƘŜƳ άIƻǿ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊŜΚέ !ƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǎŀȅǎ άLΩƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻǳǎƛƴΦέ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ άLΩƳ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦέ 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ άL Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻƴ ŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΦέ  

What is your relationship with God like? What are you doing in a relationship with Him? What is it based 

upon? Romans 5:2 says it: we stand in grace. ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜ ς as an unmerited, undeserved gift 

of God. We stand before God and one word captures that entire relationship: grace.  

Grace is a theology and an invitation.  



Our entire system of theology is built upon grace. There are many other theological systems to try to explain 

who God is and how He relates to mankind. But true Christian theology is entirely a theology of grace. It is a 

theology in which man relates to God based 100% upon the undeserved working and kindness of God. That 

distinguishes Christian theology from other theologies.  

But grace is not just a theology ς it is an individual, personal invitation. Grace is a gift offered individually to be 

received individually.  

Grace is an experience and a calling.  

Grace is an experience: Ψ¢ƛǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƘǳǎ ŦŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ ƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΦ Every moment of 

ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ Iƛǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘǳǊƴ ŀƴŘ ƛn every way. Your 

Christian life is one big experience of grace.  

Grace is also a calling. What we have received we are to give. Take, for example, Ephesians 4:29 Let no 
unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the 
need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. Grace is an experience, something that is 
happening to you. But it is a calling, something that you are to do. You are to go live out the grace of Christ as 
an ambassador of grace and a giver of grace to others.  
 

Grace will turn your life upside down while giving you a rest you have never known.  

Grace never leaves a man where it finds him. There is no such thing as a person who receives the saving grace 

of God and is unŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ DǊŀŎŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘǳǊƴǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǳǇǎƛŘŜ ŘƻǿƴΦ It changes what you love, it changes 

what you live for, it changes how you view yourself and God and everyone around you. Grace will rock your 

boat like nothing ever has. 

Yet grace brings a rest like nothing else possibly can. The rest we spoke of this morning ς the rest that can only 

come when the forgiveness of sins is an undeserved gift of Christ. When you stand before God, righteous, in 

grace. There is no rest like that.  

Grace will convince you of your unworthiness without ever making you feel unloved.  

Grace is really, really humbling. It convinces you of your unworthiness. If you had any worthiness in you, then 

your salvation would not need to be all grace. It could be part earned, or part deserved. But the fact that your 

ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǳƴǿƻǊǘƘȅΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 

God.  

Grace really humbles you all the way down, and leaves you completely dependent upon God to do it all. Yet it 

does that without ever making you feel unloved. It is the most amazing gift you can ever received ς who would 

feel unloved after that? 

DǊŀŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŜŀǊƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŀǊ of not 

measuring up to his standards.  

Some people, like the rich young ruler in Luke 18, spend their lives self-confident in their ability to deserve 

DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊΥ  "Jesus, anything else I have to add to my resume just to guarantee myself eternal life?" Grace 

blows that apart.  



hǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ŘŜǎǇŀƛǊΣ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ Řƻ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǳǇΦ 

Grace reaches down and lifts them up.  

Ψ¢ƛǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǊ ς and grace my fears relieved.  

Grace will confront you with the fact that you are much less than you thought you were, even as it assures 

you that you can be far more than you had ever imagined.  

Much less than you thought you were ς everything you have ever received has been a gracious, undeserved 

favor from God. Yet grace is so powerful and so transforming that you can be far more than you ever imagined, 

ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ  

Grace will enable you to face truths about yourself that you have hesitated to consider,  

Tripp says it this way: άDǊŀŎŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘƛŘƛƴƎΦέ IƛŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴΣ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǳǇΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜȄŎǳǎŜǎΣ 

blaming others, minimizing your sƛƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩt yet really grasp grace, 

because we are still trying to hide behind a good reputation of self-worth and spirituality. If you get really 

ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŦƛƴŘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜǎǎŜŘ ǳǇΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ Grace will enable you to 

face truths about yourself that you have hesitated to consider.  

while freeing you from being self-consciously introspective.  

Grace will not let you mope, not let you turn your focus in on yourself and your problems and how terrible you 

are. Grace frees you up to face yourself as you really are, without spiraling into some self-centered despair.  

Grace will confront you with profound weakness, and at the same time introduce you to new-found strength.  

Grace will show you that in yourself you have nothing, while showing you that in the grace of the great I AM 

you have everything. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  

DǊŀŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ōŜΦ  

Grace both shows you your need to change and grow, while welcoming you to come receive the power to 

change and grow. Grace not only shows you the goal, but it also enables the journey.  

Grace will make you as uncomfortable as you have ever been,  

Earlier we mentioned the rich young ruler in Luke 18 ς he contrasts with the tax collector in the same chapter 

who would not even lift up his eyes toward heaven. IŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻƻǊ 

of self-righteousness, and we are trying to persuade everyone that behind this door is a room full of goodness 

and spirituality and godliness (though we don't want anyone to look). But then grace knocks the door off and 

everyone sees the room is empty. Nothing in my hands I bring, simply to thy cross I cling. Grace will expose 

your poverty, making you as uncomfortable as you have ever been.  

while offering more comfort than you have ever known.  

Grace will decimate your kingdom as it introduces you to a better King.  



tƛŎǘǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀ ƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴ ŜƴǾƻȅ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ ά!ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǊǳƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 

failure. Absolute disaster. Your approval ratings are at zero, and your kinƎŘƻƳ Ƙŀǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦŀƛƭŜŘΦ bƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ 

going to take over and do everything, and set up the perfect king, who never makes a single mistake. So please 

ǎǘŜǇ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦέ  

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŘƻŜǎ ς it calls you to see that your kingdom ς life your way ς has been a complete disaster. 

But it does not leave you decimated ς it introduces you to the perfect king, the king of grace.  

Grace will make you sadder than you have ever been, while it gives you greater cause for celebration than 

you have ever known.  

Remember the first two beatitudes. Blessed are the poor in spirit ς that means those who realize that they are 

spiritually impoverished. And then the next: (Matthew 5:4) Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 

comforted. Grace exposes your spiritual poverty, and results in mourning.  

Psalm 30:11-12 You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; You have loosed my sackcloth and girded 

me with gladness,  that my soul may sing praise to You and not be silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks to 

You forever. 

You have nothing more worthy of your celebration than grace. No pay raise, no birthday, no inheritance, no 

Super Bowl victory, no grandchild, nothing is more worthy of celebration than grace. Every day you have 

something incredible to celebrate.  

άYou simply cannot live a productive life in this broken-down world unless you have a practical grasp of the 

ƎǊŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǎƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƭŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ 

this sidŜ ƻŦ ŜǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΦέ  

The people who really have a good grasp on both of these identities live stable, contended, diligent, godly 

lives.  

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘƛǎΚ {ǘŀǊǘ ōȅ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƴƴŜǊΦ {ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ 

and then write out every way you know you sin, and you need to change. That will be miserable.  

Then, get a concordance, and look up the word grace in the New Testament, and look through every 

reference. Write down the ones that relate to you and your sinfulness.  

Broken Down House 
Chapter 4 

 

We have been talking about huge worldview issues: remember where I am ς remember who I am. Even as 

Christians our perspective on those things can reaƭƭȅ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎȅƴŎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ 

constantly remember who we are and where we live.  



Now chapter 4 moves on to a final core truth in the worldview: who God is. The chapter is called άwŜǎǘ ƛƴ 

DƻŘΩǎ {ƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΦέ !ǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ elements in a worldview? Understanding what is going on in the 

world; understanding who you are; and understand who God is.  

¢ƻƴƛƎƘǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ƭƛǾŜ 

productively in a world gone bad.  

CƛǊǎǘΣ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ providence more than sovereigntyΦ {ƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ 

right to rule. Sovereignty is authority. But providence is the exercise of that rule. Providence means that God 

actually takes his authority and puts it into action by ruling what happens here on earth.  

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ς His authority to rule. They often struggle with His 

providence ς whether or not He is actually ruling. So we are talking about resting in God providence.  

Read I Chronicles 29:11-12 If someone has riches or honor, where did it come from? God. If someone has 

greatness or sǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΚ Lǘ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ  

Read Prov. 21:1 ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ can turn the kings hear wherever He wishes; it says that He does.   

Read Isaiah 46:9-10  

To texts like these, we can add all of the biblical stories in which wŜ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜŘΦ As 

we look back on it now, we see that it was perfect. God was accomplishing His will. He was exercising His 

sovereignty.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŜǿǎΥ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΤ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΤ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΤ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛŦ 

perfect. It is great news to learn that He is in charge.  

This is all fine and good, but soon a thoughtful person comes upon what appears to be a theological train 

wreck, where two truths collide. Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀnd explain sin? If God is actually 

exercising his rule on earth, how do we explain why so many things are happening that are clearly not His will? 

¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ DƻŘΩs way. And God is not the author of 

sin. How can these truths possibly fit together? God is not the author of sin. Sin is always outside of His will. 

Yet God is exercising his sovereignty and accomplishing His will in all things.  

I believe the bottom line is this:  

DƻŘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƴΤ ōǳǘ ǎƛƴ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ  

Why am I talking about this? Because this is at the very center of your worldview as you live in a world that is 

messed up. Is God really in charge or not? If someone sins against you ς ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 

rule? If you make a rebellious choice, and make a mess in your life, waǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊǳƭŜΚ 

/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ς or only some things?  

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ WƻōΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴŦǳƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƛƴǾŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 

murdered Christ to the actions of Satan against Job, the Bible says that God is ultimately responsible for what 

happens, though He is never responsible for sin. See Job 2:3 and Job 12:9 and Job 42:11.  



DƻŘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƴΤ ōǳǘ ǎƛƴ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ  

LŦ ǘƘŀǘΩs true, then this is true: 

bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ  

When you are a sinner, living in a broken down house, this is spectacular news. Now you have someone you 

can trust; now you have something you can know for sure; now there is stability. But we do still struggle to 

understand how this works and what it means.  

Tripp lists several things each of us will grapple with as we live in this broken-down house.  

You will be confronted with your lack of control. 

We actually control so very little of what goes on in our world. Ironically, today much of our allusion of control 

comes from technology. We can be connected to so many people, and accomplish so many things online. Until 

the power goes out, or the internet goes down. Our control suddenly evaporates.  

You will wish you had more power.   

Again, we actually have very little power. But we certainly are tempted to want more. When things are messed 

up in our world, we have a tendency to wish we could just have the power to fix things the way we think they 

should be. We think: ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ς and just then 

ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǘ ǳǇΦέ !ǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ in this broken-down house, ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎȅ Ŧƻr us to crave a bit 

more power, a bit more control.  

Picture something with me ς picture a young boy, out in the backyard of his parents house. Mom and Dad 

have both stepped inside and he reaches the power saw, the circular saw. He picks it up and pulls that trigger 

button. Now, how do you feel right now, as you imagine that scene? I hate to even imagine it: as a parent with 

small children it makes me feel sick to my stomach to think about it. But do you realize that if God were to give 

us more control and more power over our world, it would be as bad as a little boy with a power saw ς but a lot 

worse. The damage we could do is unthinkable. We are not as wise as we think we are; as controlled as we 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΤ ŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǎhould not want, one more bit of control or 

power.   

You will be tempted to think your world is out of control.  

But, bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ So it is never true that my world is out of control.  

You will fear the power of another.  

A wife can fear what choices her ungodly husband might make; you can become very afraid of what the 

government might do; a parent can fear what choices their teenage children might make. Often, when we give 

in to fears like these, we begin to manipulate. We want to have more control and power than we have, and we 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜǎǎ ǳǇ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ But that 

control is an allusion ς it is not real. We do not need to fear the power of another. Nothing is ouǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

providence. 



/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ WƻǎŜǇƘΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛŘƛŀƴƛǘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜǊǎΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άDƻŘΣ L ƪƴŜǿ ƛǘΣ L ƪƴŜǿ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ L ƪƴŜǿ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ bƻǿ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŜŘ ǳǇΦέ Do not fear the 

power of another! Be wise, be careful, but do not live in the fear of what might go wrong. Nothing is outside 

ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ 

¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦ  

άDƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŘǳǊŜ things that are painful. In 

those moments ς some of which may stretch into quite lengthy seasons ς you will be tempted to question 

Ƙƛǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΣ ƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƻǊ ōƻǘƘΦέ 

άLǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƧǳǊŜ ǳǇ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘŀŘ ȅou been able to 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƛǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ  

ά¢ƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŦǊŀƛƭǘȅΦ ¢ƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ hƴŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘƴŜǎǎΦέ  

You will think that rest requires understanding.  

Christians so often grasp for explanations. They want to know why God did what He did. They often come up 

with very creative explanations, and grasp at any little thing that they feel like explains it for them.  We love to 

be able to saȅ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ DƻŘ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŀǘΣέ but we may very frequently be wrong in our explanations. Do we 

really understand why God did it? Isn't it much better to simply know that God is doing something, and it is 

something perfectΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΦ  

If you demand understanding before you will rest, either you will never rest or you will spend your life making 

up explanations. TURN TO, READ Psalm 33:20-21. Note the end of verse 21: our heart rejoices in Him, because 

we understand all that He is doing? No ς our heart rejoices in Him because we know His holy name. In other 

words, we know His character. We know what He is like. And that is all we need to know.  

You will reach ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǊǳƭŜΦ  

If you ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ²ord, over time you will desire control and power less and less; you will manipulate 

less and less, you will worry less; you will fear less; and you will rest more.  

At the beginning of the chapter Tripp says this: ά!ƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘƭȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴΦέ .ȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ƻǾŜǊ 

time, that will be less and less and less true. ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ 9ŘǿŀǊŘǎΣ ά!ōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ 

L ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŀǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΦέ  

Broken Down House  

Chapter 5 

Admit Your Limits  

Tripp opens the chapter with a description of a young lady becoming increasingly frustrated in her attempts to 

change her husband. He says she "was about to do the hardest thing she had done in her adult life. She was 

about to admit and accept her limits in this area. Too long she had lived with messianic intentions. Too long 

she had overestimated her power. Too long she had pursued a task only God could accomplish. It was going to 

be hard to let go. It was going to be a challenge to entrust him into God's hands, but she was ready to try and 



knew she must." He doesn't mean that she would no longer care about her husband's growth in the Lord, but 

that she would stop driving herself and him crazy by trying to be God in his life and change him herself.  

It is that painfully practical example that he uses to start this chapter on admitting your limits. In a poem that 

opens the chapter he says "In a world broken with people flawed, in the middle of daily mystery where 

questions multiply and answers flee, it is a constant battle to accept your limits." We are constantly tempted 

to try to do what only God can do. We desperately want to imagine that we know more than we do, that we 

control more than we do, that we have more power than we actually do.  

In this chapter Tripp wants to establish that we really do have weaknesses and that we really do need to face 

them and admit them and live appropriately.  At one point in the chapter he goes through a sample list of 

about 25 things that you can't do - no matter how much you want to. He's trying to help us consider our 

profound weakness.  

To use a fairly non-spiritual example, consider weddings: no matter how much you want to, you can't 

guarantee that you will have good weather on your wedding day; that the facility will have electricity; that 

none of the wedding party will get sick; that everyone in both families will be happy with each other; that no 

one will trip or faint. Those limits seem pretty obvious - yet so many brides and brides' mothers just about kill 

themselves trying to create a problem-proof wedding. You can't! You might be blessed by God with a problem-

proof wedding, but you can't guarantee one for yourself, no matter how hard you try.  

But the more important point is that spiritually, we can be like those wedding planners. We can try to control 

our circumstances so that we will have a perfect life; we can try to control the people around us; we can try to 

manipulate the decisions of others; we can try to exercise our great wisdom and power so that we can have a 

wonderful life! The only problem is that we don't have great wisdom and power. As Tripp says "All we produce 

is tension, stress, unhappiness, frustration, discouragement, and hurt." That's what often happens when 

those planning a wedding try to play God. And we can cause these same things if we try to play God in any 

area of our lives.  

"You do not need to fear your limits... Your limits are only dangerous when you forget them." We are in 

danger when we start trying to play God! Like a man standing on a cliff, with wings tied onto his back, ready to 

jump - your limits are only dangerous when you forget them! "Your limits are meant to drive you in humble 

and worshipful need to your Lord for the rescue, restoration, wisdom, and strength only he can give you."  

That's all the general theme. We will get into some more specifics about how this works in our daily lives. Let's 

talk about two particular limits tonight.  

We have limited wisdom  

The Bible actually commands us to admit this! 

Proverbs 3:7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

Romans 12:16 Do not be wise in your own estimation. 

That's a command straight from God: do not consider yourself to be wise! Here's what I Corinthians 3:19 says 
about the wisdom that we have in ourselves as humans: For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before 
God. 



 
There are many reasons why we have limited wisdom. Part of it is because we can only be in one place at a 
time, we can only handle a very small amount of information, we have very limited amount of time, it takes us 
time to read, it takes us time to think things through, we live in a huge and very complicated world, and our 
minds are completely unable to even begin to process all that is going on in the world around us. That's why 
people love clear, simple explanations of things. It doesn't matter if it is the right explanation or not - if it's 
clear and simple, they'll take it just so that they can feel like they understand something!  
 
But we also have limited wisdom because of our sinfulness. Tripp talks about how this biblical trait called 
foolishness reverses things. A foolish person sees things backwards. And our sin makes us all foolish - we often 
see things completely backwards.  
 
So the Bible commands us to not consider ourselves wise. Because we aren't wise!  
 
Now recognizing your lack of wisdom leads to two things:  
First, 1) you begin to seek wisdom.  
 
Christ is the wisdom of God. The Bible says some pretty amazing things about the wisdom that is available for 
us in Christ.  
I Cor. 1:30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 
We have been given Christ, who is the wisdom of God! 
I Cor. 2:16 For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?" But we have the mind of 
Christ. 
Of course that doesn't mean that when you get saved you become instantly as wise as Christ. But it means that 
the mind of Christ is now available for you - the wisdom of Christ is now here in the Word and you can 
understand it and know it.  
There is a wisdom that God gives, a "wisdom from above" James calls it:  
James 3:17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and 
good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 
You don't have wisdom + 
the wisdom of God is available in Christ =  
you seek wisdom! 
 
You are familiar with Proverbs 2: cry for wisdom, seek her, search for her, treasure the word of Christ.  

Of course, as James 1 teaches, we also ask for wisdom. You seek wisdom in the word of Christ, and you ask for 

wisdom, and God gives wisdom. In ourselves we have very limited wisdom, in Christ wisdom is available.  

So that's the first thing you do when you accept your limited wisdom:  

1) you seek wisdom. 

But then 2) you seek rescue and protection.  

"You will accept that what you need to be protected from is yourself!" 

"You will seek the rescue of the ministry of the body of Christ, the rescue of sound worship and faithful 

biblical preaching," 

"The rescue of good Christian literature, and the rescue of daily personal Bible study and prayer."  



That's what people do when they accept their limited wisdom. They admit that they need help because they 

have limited wisdom, so they seek out the God-given means of rescue and protection from ourselves.  

Let me ask a series of application questions:  

Are you frequently aware of your lack of wisdom?  

Are you frequently aware of your need for God's wisdom? How often do you think "I really need God's wisdom 

here."? Did you think that sometime this last week? Many times this last week?  

How did you act on that? Did you view God's word as a source of wisdom that you needed? Did you pray for 

God's wisdom through the Word? 

How do you respond when someone disagrees with you about a Biblical passage or concept? Do you bristle, 

like "How dare you question me?"  

Do you tend to trust your own perspective on a situation? Do you trust your initial reactions, your gut feelings? 

Let me be more practical:  

Do you regularly cut other people off when they are talking? Husbands and wives, brothers and sisters?? Do 

you have a tendency to assume that you have something better to say? Are you eager for other people to be 

quiet so that you can start talking?  

Let's be even more practical: 

How do you respond when someone questions one of your plans or ideas? Men, it might be driving directions 

of a home improvement project. How do you respond when your wife says "Honey, are you sure that does on 

that way?" Do you say "I know what I'm doing. Leave me alone." Ladies, it might be your cooking or your 

parenting. How do you respond when your husband or someone else suggests you should have handled a 

situation differently with your kids?  

All of these questions I'm asking get back to this basic root: do you know that you have limited wisdom? Or do 

you sometimes live as if you are wisdom personified. You can't listen to others, can't learn from others, always 

have something to say, always know the best solution to every problem, always have the right perspective, 

always have the right interpretation, no one can ever question you.  

Instead, learn to rejoice that though we are foolish, wisdom is available. God has given us Christ, and in Him is 

wisdom. In His word is wisdom! There is a wisdom that is from above, and God gives it. And God blesses us 

with people to help protect us from our foolishness. If you are married, rejoice that God has given you 

someone to help compensate for your foolishness! Learn to listen to them! Be thankful for the body of Christ, 

be thankful for Bible teachers, be thankful that you have that Bible you can pick up any time and find wisdom.  

We have limited power 

As Tripp explains well, the root of human behavior is the human heart, and we can't change the heart of 

anyone else. But we sure try.  

Some marriages consist of one attempt after another to get the spouse to change. Some parenting consists of 

one new scheme after another to get those kids to obey. Some churches are led by one new program after 

another to try to get people involved and committed. We think we can arrange the circumstances just right so 



that this person will get to talk to this person and surely they'll change. Wives nag their husbands in the hope 

they'll change. Dads publicly embarrass their teenagers in the hope it will entice them to change. Pastors use 

guilt trips that aren't based on Scripture but simply manipulation. Oh how we wish we could change people!  

You may be the mouthpiece 

You may be the example 

You cannot change the heart 

You may be the mouthpiece that God uses. You may be the example that God uses. But God will change the 

heart. I Corinthians 3:6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.  

We need to accept the limits of our power, but we also need to understand the magnitude of God's power.  

READ Ephesians 1:15-19, 3:14-19 In addition to those things the Bible says that God can pour out his love in 

our hearts, he can shine the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in our hearts, He can open our eyes to 

behold wonderful things from his law, he can make all grace abound to us, he can fill you with the fruit of 

righteousness, he can fill you with the knowledge of his will, he can strengthen you with all power for 

steadfastness and patience, he can work in you to will and to do of his good pleasure, he can equip you in 

every good thing to do his will, he can give you understanding so that you can know him who is true, he can 

keep you from stumbling, he can continually grant you peace in every circumstance. That's just a little glimpse 

of what God can do in the human heart!! When I read that list, I feel really foolish for my silly attempts to 

manipulate or nag or people into change! 

We don't need better schemes or better programs: we need the power of God at work in the heart. We need a 

much greater hunger for the power of God at work in the human heart.  

Because we are too confident in ourselves, we have too little desperation for God's power.  

I am not calling for spiritual couch potatoes. You may be the mouthpiece God will use or the example God will 

use. But you cannot actually make the change happen. Only God. We need to be ready instruments, tools in 

His hands, but desperate for His power.  

Let me suggest two tests for you in relation to our limited power:  

You are forgetting that you have limited power when you do anything with the hopes of changing someone 

that does not involve prayerful dependence on God.  

The prayerful dependence test is actually a good test of whether you are trying to be God or not. It's hard to 

pray about it when you're trying to be God. "God, would you please use my nagging to change this person? 

God would you please us my deceit to change this person?" It's hard to pray about nagging or deceit or 

manipulation. 

You are forgetting that you have limited power when you are frustrated with others but not praying for the 

power of God to change them.  

Be honest - are there other people in your life right now with whom you are frustrated, yet you are not 

actually praying for the power of God to change them? Sometimes we criticize much more quickly than we 

pray.  



Conclusion 

Stop driving everyone around you crazy by trying to act as if you are as smart as God or as strong as God! 

Instead learn to become a humble, dependent person: 

"The key to rest is not in continually lying to yourself in a futile effort to convince yourself you are strong. 

No, it is when you humbly embrace your foolishness, weakness, and sin that you are in the best position to 

know peace of heart and to live productively in this broken-down house." 

"So let your smallness drive you to the One who alone is great."  

May God make us desperate for His power and His wisdom.  

Broken Down House 
Chapter 6 

 

Trust What Is Sure. This chapter is based off of Psalm 119:105. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to 

my path. 

That verse indicates that life in this world is like walking on a difficult path at night. The series is called "Broken 

Down House." This world is messed up, the whole creation is groaning under the weight of sin. Life in this 

world is hard - like walking on a difficult path at night. (Illustration not in notes) 

To get that light for the next step, we are all trying to make sense out of our experiences. We are always 

thinking things through, interpreting things, inspecting things. We are constantly interpreting what is 

happening around us and what it means because we are constantly needing to make decisions. How will we 

know how to take the next right step?  

You often hear things like "I just had peace about it." "I just sensed that this was what was happening." Or "I 

had a dream..." Or even "God told me." All of those things have to do with interpreting what's going on in our 

lives and making choices about the next step. But none of those things have to do with God's inspired word. 

They are all subjective.  

Now let's not bash the subjective entirely, because God does work in "subjective" ways in our lives. What I 

mean by that is that God does work in our thoughts and in our feelings and in our desires.  

Take a passage like I Samuel 10:26 Saul also went to his house at Gibeah; and the valiant men whose hearts 

God had touched went with him. Or Ezra 1:5 Then the heads of fathers' households of Judah and Benjamin 

and the priests and the Levites arose, even everyone whose spirit God had stirred to go up and rebuild the 

house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem. 

And you can't measure it objectively, but it's happening. I can't check a little LCD screen on your head and 

verify that God is working in your feelings. God is touching your heart about something, or God is stirring up 

your spirit to do something: I can't objectively verify it, but it's happening. So there definitely is truth to the 

statement that God leads us in subjective ways, and this chapter is not intended to criticize those things. 



But there are some serious dangers when those things become your focus and your reliance. As a matter of 

fact, this is such a danger that Tripp wants to spend an entire chapter on it. When you're living in a broken 

down house, when the world around you is so messed up, and when you have so little wisdom you need some 

clear answers - you need something you can trust that is sure. And a lot of Christians are focused entirely upon 

subjective things that aren't very sure.  

What is sure? Everyone knows the answer - the Bible!  

Yet Christians often struggle to actually use the Bible in day to day living. If God's answers are available for us 

in His Word, why do we look for a feeling or peace about it, instead of going to the Bible?  

Several answers, but let's consider this one: I think people feel like this: "I can't open up a concordance and 

quickly find the answer about whether I should look for a different job (FedEx isn't in the concordance); I can't 

find a chapter that will explain exactly why my husband is acting like he is; I can't look up a verse and find an 

instant explanation for why my teenager is having this struggle." And so, understandably, they turn to other 

things. Like "I just had peace about it." "It felt right." "It just seemed like that was what God wanted me to do." 

"I just sensed that this was what she needed." And suddenly they are living in this world of "felt like," "sensed," 

"had peace," "seemed to me" - whatever happened to "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 

path"? How did we lose our anchor in what is sure?  

Tripp starts the chapter with a couple of examples - his first example is a person who hyper-analyzes everyone 

and everything to try to figure it all out. He prides himself on his discernment, and he is constantly trying to 

understand people's motives. He wants to explain what's behind everything everyone does, and he's very 

confident in his ability to sense and understand what's going on. The second example he uses is a person who 

just goes with the flow, doesn't worry about anything, and just goes with whatever decision feels right at any 

given moment. Both of those people live in a completely subjective world, based upon their senses and their 

feelings, and their lives end up like rollercoasters.  

Tripp's point: this involves too much reliance on the subjective and too little "practical use of the Bible." Many 

people living in this Broken Down House make their lives miserable by focusing on the subjective, when God 

has given them something certain to focus upon. They are constantly straining and stressing to discern 

unknowns, when God has given faithful, practical, wise, true infallible revelation that they can know. If you 

want to live productively in this Broken Down House, it is imperative that you trust what is sure - that you 

make much practical use of the Bible.  

Maybe here's the problem: maybe people don't know how to make practical use of the Bible.  

Let's go back to Psalm 119:105. Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. How? How is His word a 

light and lamp? How do we make practical use of the Bible? How does the Bible help us take the next step? 

Let me suggest two reasons we struggle with that question: 

We have not learned to find and apply biblical principles. Ultimately biblical wisdom involves learning to apply 

the biblical principles. That's what it means to make practical use of the Bible. It's true that the Bible doesn't 

talk about your exact situation in your family or your workplace or whatever - but the Bible principles will 

guide you in that situation. God's principles are fully sufficient.  



Sometimes we'll be facing a decision we have to make, or a difficult situation we're in, and if someone asked 

us: "What biblical principles do you think might apply here?" we would struggle to answer. Apply biblical 

principles? Sometimes that hasn't even crossed our minds. Here is another possible reason: 

We don't like to apply biblical principles because it is hard work. The subjective answers are appealing 

because they seem easy to us. "God, I don't want to have to really think this through. Please just help me to 

sense what the right decision is!" Just give me peace about it. Hoping God will give you peace when you don't 

want to take the time to apply the principles is a vain hope! That's not godliness, that's laziness.  

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. What does that mean? It means that life in this world is 

like being on a dangerous path at night, but the principles of God's Word can give you the wisdom to take the 

next right step.  

Let's take two examples:  

Discernment: Is discernment the ability to sense what people are thinking? No. The ability to tell the future? 

No. Discernment comes from God's Word. The more Scripture you know, the more you will understand about 

people and how people operate, and about God and how God operates. And the more you understand about 

those things, the better you'll be able to look at a situation and discern what's really going on - because you've 

filled your heart up with a biblical understanding of human nature and of God. Discernment is not really a 

subjective sense about something, discernment is the application of biblical principles. Discernment comes 

from the Bible.  

God's will: Are mature Christians those who have learned to sense God's will? No. You learn to take the 

Scriptures and apply the principles to your situation, so that you can make a God-honoring decision. Yes, God is 

involved subjectively in that process. But He is involved subjectively as you take what is sure and apply it to 

your situation, as you take the principles He has already revealed and apply them to your path. Romans 12:2 

be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is. How do you prove 

what the will of God is? By being transformed by the renewing of your mind. That is the work of the Bible! As 

the Bible transforms your mind, you learn to think biblically about life, and make wise decisions in line with 

God's will. Knowing God's will comes from the Bible.  

Wisdom. Here's how Tripp defines a wise person: "Wise people are simply prepared people - biblically 

prepared and equipped for whatever might come along." "They are prepared for whatever comes along - 

not because they saw it coming, but because they have been students of the Word of God." They aren't 

desperately searching for some feeling they can follow or some sense they can trust - they have a mastery of 

God's principles that they can take and apply to any situation and make wise decisions.  

"[God] invites you to walk away from trying to figure it out on your own and he welcomes you to sit at his 

feet and learn the mysteries of the universe; things so profound that you will see your world in a radically 

new way; things so practical that you will never live the same way again." There are amazing answers for life 

in this world, but they are found when you trust what is sure, and learning what is true. The answers are found 

when you are a student of this book.  

But we said at the beginning that God does lead subjectively. How does that fit into this?  



If you pursue what is sure in God's word, and seek the principles to apply to every situation, in the process God 

will be subjectively leading you. He will work in your feelings; he will turn your heart toward certain things; he 

will give you discernment into certain situations.  

prioritize the subjective, and you may well miss the principles and end up in a mess 

pursue the principles, and God will give the subjective help that you need 

Bottom line: if you want to live productively in this Broken Down House, you will need to become a person 

who interprets the world and makes decisions through the lens of God's principles in the Bible.  

An illustration:  

This is an illustration with faults. Please don't take it beyond what I intend. I was trying to think of a practical 

way to illustrate some of these things. Suppose with me that you need to go to Lowes to purchase some grass 

seed for your yard. But there is a problem: none of the grass seed products at Lowes will say "This seed is for 

Tim Lovegrove's yard." None of them will say that. So how will you know which one to choose? Some people 

will say "Who cares, there's no way to know, just pick anything off the shelf." Some people will say "I'll just go 

with what feels right." They're likely to choose the prettiest package. Some people just want to follow the 

leader and do what someone else does: they'll just hope that someone else will be there buying grass seed, 

and they'll but whatever that person buys. Some people want a sign on their trip - a person in a red shirt 

bought this seed, and I'm wearing a red shirt, so I'm going to buy that seed. Some people want a sign on the 

package: This seed company starts with the letter L, and my name starts with L, so I'll buy this.  Then there's 

the person who does some research; and they learn about grass seed; and learn about their lawn; and then 

they go to the store and read the packages carefully; and they make a decision.  

Which of those methods takes the most effort? Which of those methods leads to the best conclusion?  

Consider the parallels:  

Like the person who just grabs anything off the shelf, some Christians don't think about their decisions at all. 

They just go with whatever.  

Like the person who picked the prettiest package, some Christians follow whatever feels right to them.  

Like the person who just bought what someone else bought, some Christians are always watching other 

Christians. They're kind of faddish, always chasing whatever seemed to work for someone else.  

Then there's the person who bought the seed because the person with the red shirt bought it. These are the 

people who make big decisions based on something they see on a billboard that they think is a sign from God.  

Then there's the person who bought the seed from the company that started with L because their name 

started with L. These are the Christians who open the Bible and look for a sign - "oh, this verse mentions going 

north and we're thinking about moving north: it's a sign from God! We're supposed to move north. " 

Then there's the person who did some research. That person knew that the best way to buy grass seed is to 

get the facts - to find out what is true. This is the Christian who understands that we have something sure to 



rest upon. We have the principles of God's Word that we can rest on. This Christian puts in the hard work of 

digging and considering what principles apply.  

So how about you?  

What situations are you facing, where you are uncertain of the next best step?  

How are you going about trying to figure that out?  

Have you been trusting your own wisdom? Your own feelings? Your own sense of what's best?  

If I gave you a piece of paper right now, could you start listing out the biblical principles that apply?  

How do you find biblical principles? Throughout Scripture, look for these basic themes: 

Who God is and how God works. 

Who people are and how people work. 

What God is doing in the world and what people are doing in the world.  

Broken Down House  

Chapter 7 

How do you live productively in this messed up, difficult world? In this chapter, the point is that we need to 
resist an external, Christless Christianity and focus on an internal, heart change to know and love Christ.  
 
Read 2 Timothy 3:5  

¶ holding = present tense - while they are doing these other things listed in 2-4, they are at the same 
time holding to a form of godliness.  

¶ morphosin eusebeias  
o BDAG eusebeia "awesome respect accorded to God." The word morphosis isn't necessarily 

negative. They have a form of awesome respect toward God - but from the rest of verse 5 and 
the previous verses, it is clear that this is only external. They do things that suggest an 
awesome respect for God, but their hearts don't actually have that awesome respect.  

o Example: in school you'd watch a student butter up a teacher, or at work you watch an 
employee with the boss. They are putting on this show of great respect, but you know what 
they say when the teacher isn't there or the boss isn't there. It's just a form of respect, not the 
real thing.  

¶ denied its power 
o They do not want any heart change. They are OK with some forms of godliness, some 

religiosity, some things that look spiritual. They are not OK with anything that might demand 
heart change. A true awesome respect toward God would mourn over the sinfulness and 
hunger and thirst for righteousness. But they don't want true respect for God; they just want 
the show of respect for God. Paul used the word dunamis, power, back in 1:8b-9a Join with me 
in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, who has saved us and called us with 
a holy calling. 

¶ avoid such men as these 
o these men were dangerous; they were cancerous - and Paul told Timothy to keep avoiding 

people like this.  
 

Read James 1:21-27  

¶ the word is powerful - able to save your soul. 

¶ v.22 you can't just hear the word and then go away.  



¶ v.26 if you consider yourself to be religious, yet you don't want the power of God to bridle your 
tongue, James says your religion is worthless. 

¶ v.27 here is true religion: a life of sacrificial love toward others and holiness toward God. That will 
require the power of God in the human heart.  

 
Read Isaiah 29:13  

¶ If you read 9-12, 14 you see that God was removing their wisdom; they were unable to understand His 
word and so their wisdom perished. That kits with what we were learning this morning: there is a 
wisdom than comes from above and can change the human heart, but if you just have the externals of 
religious, and don't what that heart change, you will not have any of that wisdom.  

o Read Matthew 15:7-8 
 
Read Isaiah 48:1-5 

¶ verse 1 they swear by the name of the Lord and pray - invoke his name, but not in truth or 
righteousness. verse 3 they are actually hard-hearted and rebellious, and verse 5 reality is that idols 
are the most important thing in their lives. Their idols are what make life work for them.  

 
Read Isaiah 58:1-3 

¶ the statement at the end of verse 2 is especially interesting: they delight in the nearness of God. They 
want God to be with them, they want God to bless them. They just don't want to obey him.  

¶ And as verse 3 shows, they obviously thought that the religious motions would accomplish things. That 
they could get God's blessing by going through some motions. And they're confused as to why it isn't 
working.  

 
Read Ezekiel 33:30-32 

¶ Ezekiel's popularity among the people was very superficial. This wasn't Ezekiel's fault - there's no 
indication that Ezekiel was doing anything wrong. This is really sobering: a preacher can be popular 
with people whose hearts are far from God. While Ezekiel wasn't feeding this, preachers can feed this 
problem also.  

 
Read Matthew 23:27, 28 - Jesus referred to the Pharisees as whitewashed tombs, outwardly appearing 
righteous but inwardly full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.  
 
Read Romans 2:17-24 

¶ These Jews were so proud of God's Law, yet they were not practically honoring God by seeking to His 
word in their lives.  

 
Read I Corinthians 13:1-3 
 
All of these things are possible without any true relationship with God:  

¶ fasting  

¶ bringing offerings 

¶ drawing near him with your lips 

¶ delighting in the nearness of God 

¶ enjoying preaching 
 
Dr. Stewart Custer  "{Ƙŀƭƭƻǿ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƛƴ LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
society as well. People talk piously, but they live for themselves, not God." 
 



Why would anybody settle for a cheap substitute Christianity? We settle for a cheap external substitute 
because we know the real thing would mean we would have to change. The real thing would call us to live His 
way instead of our own way. You can fast and bring offerings and sing worship songs and enjoy preaching 
without having to change. But you can't have a real relationship with Christ without having to change.  
 
How do I know whether my heart is in these things? The connection in all of these passages is with practical 
obedience for God's sake. Does your spirituality result in a life of genuine obedience to God? Do you respond 
to His word with obedience? And is your obedience motivated by a desire to please Him or something else? 

¶ do you have a desire to honor the Lord by obeying the Lord?  
 
"This side of heaven, we must resist defining spirituality as anything other than deep devotion to Christ, the 
fruit of which is a lifestyle of daily worship of him and active service in his kingdom. We must be keenly 
aware of the covert danger of a Christless Christianity which passes itself off as something it is not.... 
Christless Christianity gives false assurance of salvation." 
 
"We cannot be satisfied with a faith that lives most vibrantly in abstract theological concepts and the ease 
of Sunday-morning services."  
 
"We cannot be satisfied with a Christianity that features episodic moments of ministry but otherwise is 
shaped by the values of the world."  
 
"We cannot be satisfied with a Christianity that simply fills another slot in an all-too-busy schedule." 
 
"We cannot be satisfied with a Christianity that does not live the biblical hymns we sing and does not apply 
the biblical exhortations we have heard."  
 
"We cannot be satisfied with a Christianity that allows us to live at the center of our world."  
 
Tripp gives some good categories: we can... 

¶ confuse commitment to Christianity with commitment to Christ 

¶ confuse Bible knowledge with biblical wisdom 

¶ confuse theological knowledge with true maturity 

¶ confuse doing religious things with a heart of obedience to Christ 

¶ confuse ministry participation with a Christ-like lifestyle 
 
How does this relate to "Broken Down House"? Simplest way to put it: life is really hard, and putting on a fake 
spirituality is definitely not going to help! In this world so messed up by sin, we need the real thing. We need 
real answers. We need the genuine gospel of Jesus Christ. Because the true gospel can change us, encourage 
us, strengthen us, give us patience and wisdom, endurance and joy, transform us and our relationships. That's 
what the real thing can do - the gospel is the power of God.  
 
We think that the cheap external alternative will make us happy, because it won't make us change. We can 
have good religious feelings without having to change. But actually, if we are going to be joyful and satisfied 
and productive in this Broken Down House, change is what we need more than anything else. Instead of 
running away from heart change, we need to embrace heart change. As God changes us we will find joy. As 
God changes us we will find meaning.  
 



Broken Down House  

Chapter 8 

 

Tripp says there is a truth that "is the only thing that really brings any sense to what God calls us to be." 
He says "it can literally change the way you feel about everything." And that truth is the truth of eternity: 
seeing life from the perspective of eternity. To live productively in a world messed up by sin, our hope must be 
focused upon eternity. When your hope drifts from eternity to the things of this life, your life in this broken 
down house will get very difficult.  
 
"A biblical view of eternity brings the Christian genuine hope in any situation."  
 
"To hope in temporal things is to hope in what I cannot control and what is not guaranteed to me." 
 
I'm going to take a detour here, and ask a question: 
True or false: I should expect that other people will be unfaithful to me.  

¶ It is true, because no one on this earth was really meant to be the anchor for our hope. We are 
unfaithful to God every day; to expect others to be always perfectly faithful to us is absurd. To set our 
hope in that is especially absurd: "I will not be happy unless everyone else is faithful to me." People 
will be unfaithful to you. True.  

¶ It is false, because I Cor. 13 says that "love hopes all things." You can't spend your married life, or any 
other relationship where you are dependent on someone, with this cynical attitude just waiting for the 
other shoe to drop, always thinking the worst and supposing they are going to be unfaithful to you! 
That is contrary to biblical love.  

¶ So the statement is true and false. True because people were never meant to be the real ground of 
your hope; false because love hopes all things.  

¶ So what does that mean about marriage? It means you go into marriage with your eyes open to reality. 
You are marrying a sinner, and in some way they will be unfaithful to you at some point. I don't mean 
that every couple is destined for adultery - but I do mean that your spouse will be unfaithful to you 
sometimes in some ways. Because of that, you work hard to keep your hope anchored in God. You 
don't turn that spouse into an idol, so that it is spouse first God second in your heart. You keep God 
first. BUT, you also love them openly, freely, hopefully. You are not cynical and suspicious, waiting for 
them to be unfaithful.  

¶ You keep God first, so that your ultimate hope is in him; but you give yourself in love with hope.  

¶ That's risky. When you love with hope, you leave yourself vulnerable to getting hurt. But biblical love 
does that.   

 
What is biblical hope?  

¶ is not "a wish for things that can slip from our grasp at any moment." Earthly hope.  

¶ is "a confident expectation of guaranteed result." Biblical hope.  

¶ Obviously true hope goes hand in hand with the faithfulness of God. Biblical hope is anchored in who 
God is and what God promises. 
 

But now, just for a moment, let's go back to this idea of hope toward others. I just said love hopes all things - 
you love people openly, freely, hopefully. You do have hope in them: you are not cynical and suspicious, 
waiting for them to be unfaithful. So... 
What kind of hope do we have in others as we love them with I Cor. 13 love?  
 



Is it the earthly hope, the wish for something that could slip from your grasp at any moment? Or is it the 
biblical hope, the confident expectation of a guaranteed result? 
 
The answer is the first. You can't ever be guaranteed of the result when you reach out in love for someone. 
You can't ever guarantee that they will love you faithfully in return. Yet you hope, and the Bible calls us to 
hope. Why?  

¶ Let me make a statement and then illustrate it: because you have true biblical hope, you can lovingly 
reach out to others with earthly hope. Illustration: if God has your hand; by His faithfulness and His 
promises you are anchored in Him. That's true hope: a confident expectation of guaranteed result, 
because God is faithful. With my life anchored in that true hope, I am then able to extend myself (like 
my other hand) in love toward someone else. They may disappoint me. They may be unfaithful to me. 
But I don't have to keep my hand back in cynicism or fear. "I can't love you, you might disappoint me." 
If we are anchored in the faithfulness of God, if we have true biblical hope in Him, we can then extend 
ourselves in love toward others. They may disappoint us. They may be unfaithful to us. That will hurt; 
but ultimately I am not anchored in them. I am anchored in Him.  

 
Listening to Eternity 
 
Now Tripp calls this chapter "listening to eternity." There's nothing wrong with that, but if we want a directly 
biblical phrase, we'll need to change a word there. READ II Cor. 4:18  
"Look at eternity." Paul says we are supposed to "Look at the things which are not seen." As it stands, that is 
an absurdity. That is a nonsensical sentence. You can't look at the things which are not seen. So what does Paul 
mean by his nonsensical sentence?  
 
The answers are in the context, the simplest answer being II Corinthians 5:7. We walk by faith, not by sight. 
Walk refers to how you live, the life choices you make. Walk by faith means we live based not upon what we 
can see here on earth, but on what we know to be true about eternity. We live based on the word of God, not 
the appearances of this earthly life.  
 
What does that mean? There are some things in the context: 

¶ 5:1-6 it means that we have a different perspective on these bodies, our physical lives. This body is 
only a very temporary home, and the next one will be much better. Now that changes a lot of things. 
Go back up and read II Cor. 4:10. Paul could minister in ways that actually put him in physical danger so 
that Christ could be seen. What freed him up to put his life on the line for the cause of Christ? Partly it 
was the knowledge that this earthly life is only temporary. So part of listening to eternity is listening to 
what God says about these earthly bodies that are not our final home.  

¶ Another result of knowing that these earthly bodies are only temporary, sin-cursed dwellings is found 
in 4:7. Instead of our physical weaknesses frustrating us, we can see them as opportunities for the 
glory of God. We were not meant to be superman and wonderwoman. We are supposed to be people 
who know we need the power of God because in ourselves we are weak.   

¶ 4:13-15 the point seems to be that people are going to live somewhere forever. People will be able to 
praise God forever. And so believing that, Paul lived like this, v.15a "All things are for your sakes." He 
lived that way because by faith he believed that those people would live forever and could praise God 
forever.  

¶ Another result is found in verse 16: we focus on inner man renewal. Yes, bodily exercise has some 
profit. And caring for our bodies is good stewardship of what God has given. But for many people the 
body is their obsession. They are obsessed with health or strength or beauty. But Paul says "If by faith I 
know that this body will not last me forever, then I know that every day what I need more than 
anything else is to have my inner man renewed."  



¶ 4:16 We look at affliction differently. Instead of being concerned with how quickly we can get out of it, 
we are concerned with how much glory God is going to bring out of it. How much eternal fruit will 
come from this affliction.  

¶ 5:9-10 knowing that someday we will see him, we will appear before him, we make it our ambition to 
live lives that are pleasing to him. If you just live, die, and that's it, then who cares? But if you live, die, 
and meet God, then that changes how you look at living. We make it our ambition to be pleasing to 
Him.  

 
"Eternity is supposed to capture our imagination and anticipation" 

¶ Several years ago I preached a sermon that God used in my heart in such a way that I think I will never 
forget it. I was preaching a series on the core doctrines, and it came to the week for me to preach on 
heaven. How do you preach on heaven in a week? There are many biblical clues about what heaven 
will be like, but I realized that much of the time when the Bible speaks about our eternity with God, it 
speaks of it in terms of something that is amazing beyond what we can imagine. It doesn't so much say 
"Heaven will be like this," and much as it says "Heaven will be beyond imagination."  

¶ There are all of these places in the New Testament where Greek words are piled on top of each other 
to try to express that our eternity with God will be unbelievable beyond anything we can dream of.  

¶ Actually, II Cor. 4:17 is one of those places: For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an 
eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 

¶ Since it's Sunday night, I can do with you what I can't really do so much on Sunday mornings. Let's look 
at this a line in the Greek, because you don't have to be able to read Greek to see the point here: 
 

       for    momentary     light        affliction        (our) 
to.  ga.r  parauti,ka  evlafro.n  th/j qli,yewj  h`mw/n 
 
with   hyperbole  unto  hyperbole   eternal    a weight  of glory 
kaqV  u`perbolh.n  eivj  u`perbolh.n  aivw,nion  ba,roj  do,xhj  
 
is producing for us 
katerga,zetai h`mi/n( 
 
Now, the first thing we need to do is see the meaning of the word hyperbole: 
Here's the dictionary definition: "The state of exceeding to an extraordinary degree a point on a scale of 
extent." In other words, if you are measuring something, this word is used for something that is "off the 
charts." "To go beyond what you can measure." So it's a hard noun to translate into English.  A word like 
"excess" is about the best we can do.  
But here Paul is not  using it as a noun - he's putting it in a prepositional phrase to use as an adjective.  
In other words, this word describes the production. Your affliction is pictured here like a factory that is 
producing an eternal weight of glory. And Paul wants to let you know how much of that it will produce. He 
wants to describe the production. Here's a factory producing an eternal weight of glory; how much will it 
produce, what will the production be like? 
 
And he chooses a word that means "to go beyond what you can measure" - and then he uses that word twice 
in a row. Literally, the best we can do is "with excess unto excess." But we can get the point: this is something 
that is way beyond any comparison, way beyond anything you can measure. This factory of your afflictions is 
producing eternal glory for you way, way, way beyond what you can even begin to measure or calculate.  
 
The point is simply this: this is one of many places in the NT where Greek words get piled on top of each other 
to communicate that eternity will be beyond what we can imagine. "Eternity is supposed to capture our 
imagination and anticipation." 



 
Yes, life in this world is very hard. This is a broken down house. But one of the things that keeps you going is 
the repeated biblical claim that eternity will be so amazing that it is beyond imagination.  
[this does not mean that eternity is a completely different existence that we can never understand - I 
recommend Randy Alcorn's book Heaven, in which he explains how the things of this life help us understand 
and get excited about the glories of heaven] 
 
Finally, I want to touch on one very practical question: How do we fight "hope drift"?  
 
Fighting "hope drift" 

¶ Here's the problem: God does give us many things to enjoy in this life. How do you enjoy those things 
without setting your hope on those things?  "To hope in temporal things is to hope in what I cannot 
control and what is not guaranteed to me." How do we enjoy God's good gifts without having our 
hope drift to those things? How do we fight hope drift? 

¶ First, keep God first, and show it by your practical priorities. Don't let the things God gives us to enjoy 
push Him out of his rightful place in your life.  

¶ Second, recognize the source of the blessings, and live in thankfulness.  

¶ Third, as you recognize the giver of the blessings, fight any sense of entitlement. Continue to be 
amazed that God would bless a sinner like you with anything.  

¶ Fourth, keep your eye on eternity.  
 

Broken Down House  

Chapter 9 

This may well be my favorite chapter in the book. With most chapters I simply use a few things from the book 

as a springboard to other things that we study together, but with this chapter I am going to use a lot more 

material straight out of the book.  

"Waiting is living through those moments when you do not understand what God is doing and you have no 
power to change your circumstances for the better."  
 
"It takes you beyond the bounds of your own wisdom, understanding and ability."  
"So much of our daily comfort comes from the fact that we are able to make sense of our circumstances." 
"Being able to wrap our minds around a situation makes us feel as if we can control it, or at least that 
control is possible."  
"We all want life to make sense, and we want it to yield to our efforts to improve it.... The struggle comes 
when these desires are not met, forcing us to wait."  
 
"Waiting is living through those moments when you do not understand what God is doing and you have no 
power to change your circumstances for the better."  
 
This connects back to chapter 5 "Admit Your Limits," when we discussed our limited wisdom and limited 
power.   
 
What are some examples of circumstances we face that fit these criteria? 

¶ Waiting for God to change someone 

¶ Waiting for God to provide financially 

¶ Waiting for physical healing 



¶ Waiting for direction in an uncertain situation 

¶ Waiting for the resolution of an awkward situation 

¶ Waiting for the Lord's return 

¶ Waiting to see how a situation will turn out 

¶ Waiting to find out medical results 

¶ Waiting to see whether something (surgery, ministry) succeeded or not 

¶ Waiting to hear about someone's safety after a natural disaster 

¶ Tripp's example: waiting when the people around you are struggling spiritually, but you aren't able to 
do anything: in a difficult marriage (I Peter 3:1-2), or with older children who are rebellious.  

 
"Waiting will always reveal the true character of your heart."  
Tripp says that waiting may reveal that your peace and joy were not coming from "a solid functional 
confidence in God," but from your circumstances. Because when the circumstances change, your peace and 
joy disappear. 
 
"Waiting will always reveal where you have placed your hope."  
 
He connects this back to the definition: "Waiting is living through those moments when you do not 
understand what God is doing and you have no power to change your circumstances for the better." If my 
hope is in God's understanding and God's power, waiting will not be so hard for me. If my confidence is in my 
understanding of a situation and my power to change it, waiting will be miserable. So waiting shows us 
whether our confidence is based upon God's wisdom and power or our own.  
 
"Why are we called to wait?" 
 
"Because we live in a fallen world" 
"In a world that is broken (by sin) everything we do is harder and more complicated than it was ever meant 
to be."  
 
"Because God is Sovereign" 
It seems so obvious, but one of the reasons why we have to wait is because we are not in charge of the world. 
Someone else is in charge. It's like when you are a child, and you aren't in charge. Sometimes Mom and Dad 
explain exactly what's going on and all of the reasons why; sometimes they let you make big decisions; but 
sometimes they just say "get in the car, let's go." You spend a lot of time not understanding what is going on 
and not having any ability to control what is going on, because Mom and Dad are in charge. You're the child, 
they are the parents. God's the God, and we're not.  
 
"Because God is a God of grace" 
 "The wait itself is a gift of grace." Our gracious God fills our lives with good gifts, and one of his good gifts is 
the gift of waiting.  
"You see, waiting is not only about what you will receive at the end of the wait. Waiting is about what you 
will become as you wait."  
 
God is changing us. Change is a gift of God's grace. Particularly, though waiting "God is rescuing us from our 
bondage to our own plan, our own wisdom, our own power, our own control."  
 
"Waiting is more than being patient as situations and other people change.... Waiting is a powerful tool of 
personal change." 
So we wait "Because God is a God of grace" 
 



"So we can minister to others" 
If you are going to be involved in meaningful ministry to other people, you will very often find yourself in 
situations you don't understand and situations you cannot control. Many times you will say: "I do not 
understand what they're thinking." Many times you will be exasperated because they just don't seem to 
change. Paul says in II Cor. 4:8 "we are perplexed."  
"People do not often become what they need to become overnight." 
If you aren't willing to patiently, graciously continue ministering to them even though it doesn't make sense 
and you can't change them like you want, you will never have ministry with people. Ministry requires learning 
to wait, because we can't understand and control everyone.  
 
"For the increase of God's glory."  
Bottom line:  life is not about me. And waiting makes that very clear. If God existed to keep me happy, he'd 
never make me wait. But this world does not revolve around me, because I'm not God. 
"Waiting means understanding that you were given life and breath for the glory of another."  
 
 
How to Wait Productively 
 
"Remind yourself you are not alone in the wait."  
As you listen to God's Word you will see how often waiting was part of God's plan for His people. You are part 
of a great company of godly people who have been called to wait. You are not alone. But more than that, God 
is with you in the wait. He didn't forget you - He planned this wait. He will be with you in the middle of it.  
 
"Realize that waiting is active." 
Waiting is a time for worship - a great opportunity to worship the God who has all wisdom and power. Waiting 
is a time for prayer - we often say "All I can do is pray." Yes, that's right! Waiting is a time to minister to others 
who are waiting. They may not be waiting in the same situation as you, but they are facing the same struggles 
as you. While you wait, reach out to others who are waiting. Certainly, waiting is a time to grow. Remember 
that waiting is about what you will become as you wait. That leads into the next point:  
 
"Let your waiting strengthen your faith."  
READ Romans 4:18-21 Instead of weakening his faith, waiting strengthened his faith. How can that happen for 
us? You can learn more about yourself through your waiting. Maybe you have started to get some delusions of 
wisdom or power that you don't really have, and God has suddenly brought you to a dead end to show you 
that you have been thinking more highly of yourself than you ought. Sometimes, Type A personalities just 
about go crazy when they encounter a situation they can't control. We need that. We need to see ourselves as 
we really are.  
But then more importantly, we need to learn about God while we wait. If you are stuck in a waiting time, 
determine that you will  be a student of God while you wait.  
 
"Count your blessings." 
Waiting tempts all of us to grumbling. We can become myopic, fixated on whatever it is that we don't 
understand or we can't control. It can drive you crazy if you focus your entire attention on that. That's why it is 
so important to nurture thankfulness while you wait. Earlier we said that waiting is a time for worship - when 
some things in your life are unclear or out of your control, what a wonderful time to worship God for the 
gospel that is so clear. Instead of fixating on the one thing we can't understand, focus on the gospel we can 
understand. Instead of the one thing in our lives we wish would change, focus on the many things God has 
changed.  
 
"Long for eternity." 



Remember, we wait because this world is messed up. So let the waiting be a constant reminder that this world 
is not your home, and there is a much greater world coming.  
 
Tripp finishes the chapter with the reminder "Waiting is not just about what I get at the end of the wait, but 
about who I become as I wait."  
 
Why we wait: 
"Because we live in a fallen world" 
"Because God is Sovereign" 
"Because God is a God of grace" 
"So we can minister to others" 
"For the increase of God's glory."  
 
Waiting productively: 
"Remind yourself you are not alone in the wait." 
"Realize that waiting is active." 
"Let your waiting strengthen your faith."  
"Count your blessings." 
"Long for eternity." 
 
Where do these concepts intersect with biblical truths? Biblical concepts that are closely related include 
patience, hope, endurance, and waiting.  
If I gave you a study guide on all of that it would be mammoth; so I'm just giving you a handout that has some 
selected passages where the Bible refers to waiting. There are a lot of Hebrew and Greek words translated 
"wait." So the word wait in these passages will have many different connotations. It won't always be used the 
same way: sometimes it will have the nuance of trust, sometimes of hope, sometimes of patience.  
So don't get confused because it isn't always being used the way Tripp is using it, but all of these passages 
apply to the kind of waiting Tripp is describing: 
 

Broken Down House  
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Genesis 49:18 "For Your salvation I wait, O LORD. 
 Ruth 3:18 Then she said, "Wait, my daughter, until you know how the matter turns out; for the man will not 
rest until he has settled it today." 
 1 Samuel 10:8 "And you shall go down before me to Gilgal; and behold, I will come down to you to offer burnt 
offerings and sacrifice peace offerings. You shall wait seven days until I come to you and show you what you 
should do." 
 2 Samuel 15:28 "See, I am going to wait at the fords of the wilderness until word comes from you to inform 
me." 
 2 Kings 6:33 While he was still talking with them, behold, the messenger came down to him and he said, 
"Behold, this evil is from the LORD; why should I wait for the LORD any longer?" 
 Job 30:26 "When I expected good, then evil came; When I waited for light, then darkness came. 
 Psalm 25:3 Indeed, none of those who wait for You will be ashamed; Those who deal treacherously without 
cause will be ashamed. 
 5 Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; For You I wait all the day. 
 21 Let integrity and uprightness preserve me, For I wait for You. 
 Psalm 27:14 Wait for the LORD; Be strong and let your heart take courage; Yes, wait for the LORD. 
 Psalm 33:20 Our soul waits for the LORD; He is our help and our shield. 



 Psalm 37:7 Rest in the LORD and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way, 
Because of the man who carries out wicked schemes. 
 9 For evildoers will be cut off, But those who wait for the LORD, they will inherit the land. 
 34 Wait for the LORD and keep His way, And He will exalt you to inherit the land; When the wicked are cut off, 
you will see it. 
 Psalm 39:7 "And now, Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in You. 
 Psalm 40:1 For the choir director. A Psalm of David. I waited patiently for the LORD; And He inclined to me and 
heard my cry. 
 Psalm 52:9 I will give You thanks forever, because You have done it, And I will wait on Your name, for it is 
good, in the presence of Your godly ones. 
 Psalm 56:6 They attack, they lurk, They watch my steps, As they have waited to take my life. 
 Psalm 62:1 For the choir director; according to Jeduthun. A Psalm of David. My soul waits in silence for God 
only; From Him is my salvation. 
 5 My soul, wait in silence for God only, For my hope is from Him. 
 Psalm 69:3 I am weary with my crying; my throat is parched; My eyes fail while I wait for my God. 
 6 May those who wait for You not be ashamed through me, O Lord GOD of hosts; May those who seek You 
not be dishonored through me, O God of Israel, 
 Psalm 106:13 They quickly forgot His works; They did not wait for His counsel, 
 Psalm 119:43 And do not take the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, For I wait for Your ordinances. 
 74 May those who fear You see me and be glad, Because I wait for Your word. 
 81 My soul languishes for Your salvation; I wait for Your word. 
114 You are my hiding place and my shield; I wait for Your word. 
 147 I rise before dawn and cry for help; I wait for Your words. 
 Psalm 130:5 I wait for the LORD, my soul does wait, And in His word do I hope. 
 6 My soul waits for the Lord More than the watchmen for the morning; Indeed, more than the watchmen for 
the morning. 
 Psalm 147:11 The LORD favors those who fear Him, Those who wait for His lovingkindness. 
18 But they lie in wait for their own blood; They ambush their own lives. 
 Proverbs 8:34 "Blessed is the man who listens to me, Watching daily at my gates, Waiting at my doorposts. 
 Proverbs 20:22 Do not say, "I will repay evil"; Wait for the LORD, and He will save you. 
 Isaiah 8:17 And I will wait for the LORD who is hiding His face from the house of Jacob; I will even look eagerly 
for Him. 
 Isaiah 25:9 And it will be said in that day, "Behold, this is our God for whom we have waited that He might 
save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; Let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation." 
 Isaiah 26:8 Indeed, while following the way of Your judgments, O LORD, We have waited for You eagerly; Your 
name, even Your memory, is the desire of our souls. 
 Isaiah 33:2 O LORD, be gracious to us; we have waited for You. Be their strength every morning, Our salvation 
also in the time of distress. 
 Isaiah 40:31 Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like 
eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become weary. 
 Isaiah 49:23 "Kings will be your guardians, And their princesses your nurses. They will bow down to you with 
their faces to the earth And lick the dust of your feet; And you will know that I am the LORD; Those who 
hopefully wait for Me will not be put to shame. 
 Isaiah 51:5 "My righteousness is near, My salvation has gone forth, And My arms will judge the peoples; The 
coastlands will wait for Me, And for My arm they will wait expectantly. 
 Isaiah 64:4 For from days of old they have not heard or perceived by ear, Nor has the eye seen a God besides 
You, Who acts in behalf of the one who waits for Him. 
 Jeremiah 14:19 Have You completely rejected Judah? Or have You loathed Zion? Why have You stricken us so 
that we are beyond healing? We waited for peace, but nothing good came; And for a time of healing, but 
behold, terror! 



 Lamentations 3: 25 The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, To the person who seeks Him. 
 26 It is good that he waits silently For the salvation of the LORD. 
 Daniel 12:12 "How blessed is he who keeps waiting and attains to the 1,335 days! 
 Hosea 12:6 Therefore, return to your God, Observe kindness and justice, And wait for your God continually. 
 Micah 1:12 For the inhabitant of Maroth Becomes weak waiting for good, Because a calamity has come down 
from the LORD To the gate of Jerusalem. 
 Micah 7: 7 But as for me, I will watch expectantly for the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation. My God 
will hear me. 
 Habakkuk 2:3 "For the vision is yet for the appointed time; It hastens toward the goal and it will not fail. 
Though it tarries, wait for it; For it will certainly come, it will not delay. 
 Habakkuk 3:16 I heard and my inward parts trembled, At the sound my lips quivered. Decay enters my bones, 
And in my place I tremble. Because I must wait quietly for the day of distress, For the people to arise who will 
invade us. 
 Zephaniah 3:8 "Therefore wait for Me," declares the LORD, "For the day when I rise up as a witness. Indeed, 
My decision is to gather nations, To assemble kingdoms, To pour out on them My indignation, All My burning 
anger; For all the earth will be devoured By the fire of My zeal. 
 Mark 15:43 Joseph of Arimathea came, a prominent member of the Council, who himself was waiting for the 
kingdom of God; and he gathered up courage and went in before Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. 
 Luke 12:36 "Be like men who are waiting for their master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that 
they may immediately open the door to him when he comes and knocks. 
 Romans 8:19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 
 23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 
 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. 
 1 Corinthians 4:5 Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who 
will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men's hearts; and then 
each man's praise will come to him from God. 
 Philippians 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ; 
 1 Thessalonians 1:10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who 
rescues us from the wrath to come. 
 Hebrews 6:15 And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise. 
 Hebrews 10:13 waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET. 
 James 5:7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains. 
 1 Peter 3:20 who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during 
the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water. 
 Jude 1:21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
eternal life. 
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Book Summary 
 
"If God is holy and angry at the same time, then anger is not evil in and of itself."  
 
"God's anger always works to right what is wrong."   



"For God's children, his anger is a place of bright hope. Because he is righteously angry with sin every day, 
we can rest assured that everything sin has broken will be restored."  
 
So there is a certain kind of anger that we want God to have; and there should be some reflection of this in 
God's children.  
 
[Gen 34 illustration: 5, 7, 30-31 What they did was wrong, anger led to sinful action; yet it was a reaction to 
their father's failure to respond with right anger] 
 
So there is a kind of anger that is appropriate for us. We'll look at what the Bible says in minute.  
 
"You simply cannot look at the world with the eyes of truth and with a heart committed to what God says is 
right and good, and not be angry at the state of things in this fallen world."  
 
"In a fallen world, anger is an essential thing. That is, if the anger is about something bigger than you.  
Not angry because we are not getting our own way. How much of your anger has anything at all to do with 
the Kingdom of God?"  
So anger is important, but dangerous. It can so easily be about us instead of about God. So we can have wrong 
anger. Or, we can have no anger at all: 
 
"We develop the sad capacity not to care anymore about things that should break our hearts and rile us up."  
 
Because "God's anger always works to right what is wrong," we learn that our anger should "move us to 
action."  
"[Godly anger] will cost you money, time, energy and strength.  
When you're both good and angry, you won't be content with establishing your own comfort and ease."  
"We must pray for eyes that can see and hearts that are willing. We must pray that a holy zeal for what is 
right and good would so fill our hearts that the evils around us, that greet us daily, would not be okay with 
us."  
 
Let's see if the Bible supports those concepts: 
 
Commands to not be angry 
Ephesians 4:31 Let all anger be put away from you.  
Prov 14:29 He who is slow to anger has great understanding, But he who is quick-tempered exalts folly. 

Ecclesiastes 7:9 Do not be eager in your heart to be angry, For anger resides in the bosom of fools. 

And then a couple of passages that do not necessarily forbid anger but place some sort of restriction upon it: 

James 1:19 But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; 

Rom 12:19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, 

So we should be slow to anger and anger can never be a matter of taking our own revenge.  

That actually leads us into the primary passage that seems to command anger.  

Commands to be angry 
TURN TO Ephesians 4:26 BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 



¶ There is no lack of clarity here: the verb means to be angry and it is the imperative form of the verb. So 
this is a clear command to be angry. Yet with two limitations: do not sin, and do not let the sun go 
down on your anger.  

¶ Ephesians 4:26 reproduces the Greek translation of Psalm 4:4 exactly. So Paul is not just commanding 
anger, but He is saying that the Old Testament scriptures commanded anger. So let's go look at Psalm 
4 (keep a hand in Eph 4 so we can turn back and forth). 

¶ READ Ps. 4:1-5 The Hebrew ragaz is a verb that means agitated quivering; the related noun means 
wildness, nervousness, agitation; anger. You can think of the English word agitation: to be worked up 
about something, that's the idea here. So "tremble" is a great translation the NASB chose, because 
that's literally what the word means. But it is also perfectly appropriate for the LXX (Greek translation) 
to translate it "be angry," and for Paul to quote or translate it "be angry."  

¶ Now who is supposed to be angry in Psalm 4? There are two really good answers. David could be 
speaking to those people in verse 2 who love what is worthless and aim at deception. Instead of loving 
sin, and loving deception, they should be angry about sin, and stop  sinning. Keep your place in Ps 4 
but turn back to Eph 4, and READ Eph 4:22, 25. So it makes sense that in Psalm 4 David is saying, 
"Instead of loving deceit you should be angry about it and stop sinning."  

¶ But it's also possible that David speaking to himself; here are these ungodly people around Him, who 
are a reproach to Him, and He tells himself "Be angry, but don't sin." If that what it means, there is 
another connection we can make here. READ Psalm 4:4-5, 8 and then READ Eph. 4:26-27a.  

¶ Do not let the sun go down on your anger.  In Psalm 4, David is saying that when he lays down and 
meditates on these things, he should be still, trust in the Lord, and lie down in peace because the Lord 
is His protector. Instead of brooding on the anger, and holding that, by the time he goes to bed He 
should be still in His heart, trusting in the Lord.  

¶ And in Ephesians 4 the reason given is so that you don't give the devil an opportunity. I think that 
means anger is such a powerful thing, that it needs to be dealt with immediately, whether it is bad 
anger or good anger. In other words, when we get angry, one of two things needs to happen quickly. 
Either we need to realize that this is wrong anger; this anger is about me, and I need to confess it to 
the Lord as sin, and seek His help and trust in the Lord. Or we need to realize that this is a good anger 
that is supposed to motivate us to action. Now what is the right action? Instead of dwelling on the 
anger, which is likely to take a wrong direction, that anger needs turned right away into the 
appropriate actions, so that we can go to bed with a calm heart, trusting the Lord, and the devil 
doesn't have an opportunity to twist that anger.  

 
Now those are the only places in the Bible where I can find a command to anger. It seems like the Bible prefers 
to command it in terms of a godly hatred.  
 
Commands to hate sin 

¶ Psalm 97:10 Hate evil, you who love the LORD, 

¶ Proverbs 8:13 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way And the 
perverted mouth, I hate. 

¶ Amos 5:15 Hate evil, love good, And establish justice in the gate! 

¶ So the right kind of anger is a hatred of sin. 
 
Biblical examples of righteous anger, hatred, and jealousy 
 
Moses is an interesting case study: 

¶ Ex 2 kills the Egyptian (rash action, energy of flesh; he was to be the deliverer but not at that time and 
not on his own like that) 

¶ Ex 11:8 he went out from Pharaoh in hot anger, before the last plague.  



¶ Ex 32:19 his anger burned when he saw the calf and the dancing and he threw the tablets down; 
clearly in this passage God too was angry, and withheld his anger from destroying them (32:10). We 
can be pretty confident that Moses' anger here was a righteous anger, since God was angry too. 

¶ Numbers 20:2-13 is a good example of how quickly righteous anger can be corrupted by selfish 
frustration and lead to disobedience.  

So we see in Moses both bad anger and good anger.  
 
Numbers 25 is another startling example of good anger: God was angry (v.3), 24,000 died from a plague (v.9), 
but it was stopped by Phinehas killing a man who was bringing a canaanite woman right up to the tent of 
meeting. Verse 11 is instructive: Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned away My 
wrath from the sons of Israel in that he was jealous with My jealousy among them, so that I did not destroy the 
sons of Israel in My jealousy. 

¶ So here is another facet of godly anger: godly anger involves hatred of sin; it also involves jealousy for 
God's glory. Phinehas was jealous - but it was a righteous jealousy because it wasn't for himself: it was 
for God's glory that we being trampled on by God's people. Certainly we should never take matters 
into our own hands like this physically. The New Testament describes a process of church discipline 
that we use instead. But here God commanded them to kill, verse 5, and Phinehas obeyed because He 
shared God's jealousy for God's fame.  

o Godly jealousy is a zeal that acts to defend God's glory.  

¶ Godly anger involves a hatred for sin and a zeal for God's glory.  
 

We won't turn there, but Nehemiah 5 gives another good example of a good anger that led to appropriate 
action. The Jews were taking advantage of each other's financial distress; even forcing some of their children 
into slavery through their greed and oppression. And Nehemiah was very angry, and in his anger he brought 
the people together, explained how this was not walking in the fear of God, it did not honor God, and he led 
them in committing to stop.  
 
Mark 3:5 is a good example from Jesus: After looking around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of 
heart, He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 

¶ Here's another key associated word: grieved. (sullupeo, only here, means to be grieved, to feel deep 
sorrow) Part of godly anger is deep sorrow about anything that doesn't please God. Here he was 
grieved at the hardness in their hearts that got upset because Jesus did what was good on the 
Sabbath.  

 
Mark 10:14 But when Jesus saw this, He was indignant and said to them, "Permit the children to come to 
Me; do not hinder them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 

¶ The disciples rebuked some parents for bringing children for Jesus to touch; and it says Jesus was 
indignant about that.  

 
II Corinthians 7:8-12  

¶ This is a little bit of a confusing passage, because the sin that they needed to repent of here seems to 
ōŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ 
correctly handle the immorality mentioned back in I Corinthians. So you see in verse 11 some unusual 
ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ άǾƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎέ ŀƴŘ άŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘΦέ  

¶ But it is clear from the phrases in verse 11 is that when we sin, we should respond aggressively. These 
are aggressive energetic action words. Earnestness and zeal and even indignation to right what is 
wrong. Here is the first place our anger should be directed - that which dishonors God in our own lives.  

 



Jesus and the cleansing of the temple: John 2:16-17 and to those who were selling the doves He said, "Take 
these things away; stop making My Father's house a place of business." 17 His disciples remembered that it 
was written, "ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME." 

 
Psalm 119:139 My zeal has consumed me because my adversaries have forgotten Your words.  
 
Concluding applications: 
 
Anesthetic 

¶ There are a couple of kinds of anesthetic that can dull us from fully feeling the terribleness of sin. 

¶ The anesthetic of familiarity  
o This is when we lose our ability to care because we see something so often. We can't really 

control some of this. You can't live in a sinless world (yet)! But we can be careful not to 
unnecessarily expose ourselves to things that will dull us. In other words, don't let the TV and 
movies and even news be something that dulls your ability to care, because you are seeing so 
much violence and so much horrific stuff that it becomes kind of normal to you. Or it even 
becomes entertainment for you. A lot of modern entertainment centers around sin - that's 
what makes it interesting. If we fill our minds up with that it's hard to see things from God's 
perspective any longer.   

¶ The anesthetic of ignoring 
o Have you ever just felt like "I don't want to know, but I don't think I can handle that"? Do you 

ever feel just overwhelmed by everything that is wrong with the world? Can you go to the 
holocaust museum, and then go to the world trade center museum, and then go to the 
Japanese internment museum, and then go to the slavery museum, and then go to the 
American Indian massacre museum, and handle all of that and care about all of that and hate 
all of that? At some point you just start to say "this is too much. I just can't care for all of the 
world's problems all at once." 

¶ Too much time focusing on everything that is wrong with the world can lead to: 
o overload (you don't have enough time in a day to consider all of the world's evils and be angry 

about them, much less the mental and spiritual energy) 
o paralysis (so many problems, kind of like looking at a menu with 10,000 options) 
o despair (this is impossible) 
o confusion (where is God in all of this?) 
o depression (deep sadness that affects your daily activities) 
o rebellion (godly anger can turn into ungodly anger and lead to sin) 

¶ With the world full of evil, how do you have godly anger without falling into overload, paralysis, 
despair, confusion, depression, or rebellion? I'll suggest three things: 

o Focus on your current spheres of influence. For many things that are distant, the only action 
opportunity you have is prayer. So pray, and then move on. Because you cannot hate every sin 
in the world every day and do something about every sin in the world. However, I can hate sin 
and fight sin in my sphere of influence, starting with my heart, my family, my church family, 
etc. So focus on your current spheres of influence.  

o Focus on action. Don't focus on working up lots of hatred and anger about the sins around you 
- focus on taking godly steps to do something about it.  

o Depend on God. The burdens must be cast upon Him, and the actions must be empowered by 
Him. This was Moses' problem: self-centered frustration, self-empowered action.  

 
What is our response to sin? 

¶ curiosity or concern? 

¶ gossip or grieve? 



¶ indifference or intercession? 

¶ isolation or involvement? 

¶ my ease or God's glory? 
 
How do I make myself get more angry? 
 
That's a tricky question isn't it?! It's easy to beat yourself up over why you don't hate sin more, and grieve over 
evil more. "I feel so bad that I don't feel bad more!" But we all know that beating yourself up about it won't 
change anything. Because you can't force yourself to hate sin, and be angry about evil. For example, you can't 
just make yourself instantly hate a random person. But now if I start telling you certain terrible things about 
that person, soon you might start to feel angry toward them. Anger comes out of what you know and what you 
value. So that means that a lack of godly anger is a call for us to know God better, to listen to Him more, and to 
apply what we hear to the world around us, so that we'll think more like Him and see things more like He does. 
We need to grow and grow in having God's perspective on the world around us. That will only happen as we 
listen to Him.  
 

Broken Down House  

Chapter 11 

It is easy to think "how can one person ever make a difference." The problems that sin has caused in this world 

are impossibly huge from our grasshopper perspective. But the Bible repeatedly shows us the great impact 

that one person can make if that person will boldly and humbly reject passivity, and get involved for God's 

sake.  

I want to just give us some concepts to meditate on here, and I'll use some material from the book. First of all, 

I wonder if sometimes we try to hide passivity behind the veil of humility.   

Humility or faithlessness? 

Tripp does a good job of tracing the call of Moses in Exodus 3 and 4. You know the story, when Moses 

repeatedly tells God he just can't do it, he's not up to the task. God actually ends up angry with Moses. Moses 

was right about his own weakness - but he was underestimating God's strength in an insulting way. I think that 

often when we choose passivity, it is because our faith is dim. I might sound humble as I discuss how 

impossible some situation is, but actually the problem is that I have lost my confidence that God will do 

anything.  And so there's no reason for me to be involved, because God's not going to do anything anyways.  

¶ Note a nuance here that is important: most Christians wouldn't doubt that God could. What they 

doubt is that God will. We can drift toward a deistic mentality that sees God as somewhat distant. This 

can take many forms. One of them is this: "We're in the last days, the church is going to apostasize, it's 

all downhill from here, we might as well just get in our bunkers and try to survive." As if God's done 

working in the world! That's just one way to lose the expectation that God will work, but there are 

many others. And it's not true! This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a 

testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come. (Matt. 24:14) God is going to be making 

disciples and changing people all the way until the end comes.  

¶ It's as if we've concluded that God has left the broken down house of this world, and he's outside 

rigging up the explosives to get rid of it. And so for those left inside, it's useless even trying. It's not 



true. God not only can still work in this world, He is still working. He is still working miracles of His 

grace to change lives. If we believe that, we will reject passivity.  

No time or wrong priorities? 

Another reason we are sometimes passive is because we have no time available to make a difference. We see 

situations that will require time and energy and resources, and we say "I'm already too busy. I already have 

enough responsibilities. I can't get involved."  

Now, there are definitely times when that is true. Wise, godly people learn to say no to some things. There is 

nothing spiritual about running yourself and your family into the ground because you don't know how to say 

"no."  

But is it possible that we don't have time for those things because we have structured a lifestyle that doesn't 

leave any time for those things. In other words, it's true that we don't have time, but that's because we have a 

whole way of living that needs adjusted. We have a whole way of living that is too focused on self, too focused 

on the private, too focused on earthly achievement.  

Some priorities need to be reworked, and some habits need to be reconfigured, and if we do those things we 

will have more time to get involved in the lives of others.  

Tripp uses Matthew 5:14-16. You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor does 

anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the 

house. 16 "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father who is in heaven. This is a call to a life that shines outward. But we can set up our lives so that 

everything generally flows inward.  

¶ I think it's in Changed into His Image that Dr. Jim Berg argues that no one is actually passive. Everyone 

is active about something. Even the couch potato who watches TV all day or the video game addict 

who plays video games all day is actively pursuing their own pleasure in those things. If we are passive 

about the most important things, it is because we are active about some other things. 

¶ To say that a different way, there is no such thing as a person who doesn't have priorities. We all have 

priorities: it's just a question of what we prioritize. I can prioritize my hobbies, my yard, my sports, my 

finances, and of course I'll struggle to prioritize my own spiritual growth, the spiritual needs of my 

family members, the needs in my church family. 

So is it that we don't have enough time, or is it that we need to reorder our lives so that we do have time for 

the things that really matter.  

Let me summarize those last two points this way:  If we move from self-confidence (or false humility) to God-

confidence, and from our concerns to God's concerns, we will reject passivity.  

Content to Criticize? 

Let me read to you a very perceptive quote from Philip Ryken: "All too often, people who like to complain 
about others are unwilling to do the hard spiritual work of helping them grow in godliness." We see spiritual 
needs in others: maybe it's your spouse, or your sister, or your child, or your pastor. When we see those 
spiritual needs, we have a responsibility to help. We can at least pray diligently. God may also want us to try to 



get involved to help that person grow. But praying is hard work; getting involved is hard work; it's easier to just 
criticize or just complain. In one sense, criticizing is easy, it's fun, and other people like to hear it, while 
ministry is hard, and other people often don't want it.  
So it's no wonder we're tempted to be content to criticize! But when you are tempted to criticize others, 
quickly ask yourself: should I be praying? Should I be helping?  Any time we point the figure of criticism at 
someone else, we need to remember that three fingers are pointing back at us to ask us to consider what God 
wants us to do about it. The opposite of bearing false witness against your neighbor is investing your life in 
your neighbor to lovingly help them grow through God's truth.  
 
Dive in 

TURN TO, READ II Sam. 23:13-17 This is an interesting chapter profiling the mighty men that helped David at 

various times during his reign. In this situation the Philistines had set up a fortress at Bethlehem. David ended 

up trapped and he cried out because of His thirst. These 3 mighty men were alert to his need, and they took 

off 12 miles to Bethlehem, broke into the middle of the Philistine camp, got water, and brought it back 12 

miles to give it to David. They were alert to his need, and as soon as they saw the need they immediately, with 

no thought for self took off on a dangerous 25 mile hike to do whatever they could to meet that need. That's a 

dramatic example of what it means to reject passivity. 

Now certainly we can do rash things, and dive in to a situation when we shouldn't. But I imagine that for every 

one time we do that, there are many times that we didn't do something when we should have.  

You may have heard these words from Ezekiel 2нΥол άL ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 

ƘŜŘƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƴƻƴŜΦέ The whole 

point of that text is that when you see spiritual needs you need to get involved. God's judgment was coming 

on Israel, like an army coming through a gap in the wall, but there was no one to step in spiritually and make a 

difference.  

Be active. Dive in. 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘǎΦ DŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ ²ƘŜƴ L ǎŜŜ ŀ ǿŀȅ I can 

serve the Lord; when I see spiritual needs around me; I need to have the courage to spring into action.   

Broken Down House  

Chapter 12 

In this chapter Tripp describes this problem of an unhealthy independence and self-reliance which views 

ourselves as not needing anyone or anything else. "It can be a rich, heady experience to imagine you don't 

need anyone or anything else." 

When we imagine we don't need anyone or anything else, that leads to isolation, and also Tripp uses the 

English word privatism, which means "being noncommittal to or uninvolved with anything other than one's 

own immediate interests and lifestyle."  

Spiritually, isolation is not good. Privatism is not good. Usually, independence is not good either.  

This is because we need God, but beyond that God describes many ways in which we need one another. You 

know the verses: Heb. 3:13 encourage one another day after day. Eph 4:12 equipping saints for work of service, 

building up of body of Christ. Eph. 4:16 the whole body causes the growth of the body. Heb 10:25 not forsaking 

the assembling together but encouraging one another. Rom. 15:14 You are able also to admonish one another. 



Gal. 6:1 Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit 

of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. Gal. 6:2 Bear one another's 

burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ. I Thes. 4:18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

James 5:20 turns a sinner from the error of his way. I Thes. 5:11 Therefore encourage one another and build up 

one another, just as you also are doing. You have the sections on using spiritual gifts to serve one another - like 

Romans 12:4-10, teaching, exhorting, etc. Col. 3:16 teaching and admonishing one another with Psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs. Tripp points out how the Bible speaks not only of God saving individuals, but God 

making a people for Himself. Ninety times in the writers of the NT epistles speak to their "brothers" (brethren). 

God has brought us together as a people, as a family, and there is no lack of biblical clarity about our need for 

one another.  

But despite those things it is often true what Tripp says: "we know little about the struggle of faith that is 

waged every day behind well-maintained personal boundaries." Consider these words "I can't tell you how 

many times, in talking with friends who have come to me for help, that I have been hit with details of difficulty 

and struggle far beyond anything I would have predicted." Last week we talked about the Ananias and 

Sapphira syndrome: the desire to have others think of us as being super-spiritual. We talked about how 

important it is for us to come to church with a sense of our neediness.  

Tripp makes the point that we need others to help us see our weaknesses, to help us see the ways we are 

being deceived. Deception means that you think things are one way, but they are actually another way. We 

can be deceived about our own spirituality. Deceived about our own needs.  

Passages that point out possibility of deception: 

¶ Tripp uses Hebrews 3: Encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you 

may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. 

¶ James 1:16 calls us to not be deceived about where every good and perfect gift comes from.  

¶ I Cor. 15:33 Do not be deceived: bad company corrupts good morals.  

¶ Eph. 4:22 calls our lusts, those covetous desires, "lusts of deceit." Sinful desires are deceitful. 

¶ I Tim. 2:14 says that Eve was deceived when she sinned.  

¶ II Cor. 11:3 I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray 

from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. 

¶ Gal. 6:3 "If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself."  

Tripp "As long as I am a sinner living in this fallen world, it will be impossible to see myself with anything 

approaching perfect accuracy." "It is time we gave up the delusion that we have anything like the accurate 

perspective on ourselves that we think we do."  

Certainly God's word is the most important answer for seeing ourselves clearly, but the Bible seems to indicate 

that other people can help. Hebrews 3 says that encouraging one another day after day is so that you don't 

end up hardened by sin's deceitfulness. In that well known "judge not" passage in Matt 7:5, Jesus is implying 

that we are supposed to take the speck out of our brother's eye. 

If we will remember that we live in a broken-down house, that is undergoing God's restoration, we will 

welcome helpers. People who might see what I have missed. Tripp "I desperately need the very people I can 

work so hard to hide from." In a broken-down house, we need to pursue community.  



In its most serious sense, we see this illustrated in the process of church discipline. Church discipline is partly 

for the protection of the church, and partly for the restoration of the sinner. Ultimately, you want a 

community of people who will get in your face and not let you just go off on your own way. You want a 

community of people who are committed to holding you accountable for that. You want people who will turn 

you back when you stray from the truth.  

I Cor 5, II Thes 3, Matt 18, these are all chapters about community. To put it in the house illustration: you want 

people who can see that the roof is about to cave in on you; and you want people who will get aggressive if 

you refuse to do anything about it! 

Practical: How can you pursue community? 

¶ Talk about what God is doing in your heart.  

¶ Open up your home to others.  

¶ Respond when other people try to reach out to you.  

¶ Listen well. 

¶ Participate in church activities.  

¶ Ask for help when you need it.  

¶ Don't just turn away when you see a need in someone else; consider carefully what God might have 

you to do.  

¶ Pray for other people and ask them to pray for you.  

¶ Be willing to learn from those under your authority. Let the Lord use your wife or your children or your 

Sunday school class to show you areas you didn't see in yourself. Often the people under us see some 

things about us more clearly than we do. 

Broken Down House 
Chapter 13 

 
1 Peter 1:22ς23  

22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love 
one another from the heart, 23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, 
that is, through the living and enduring word of God.  
 
two perfect participles that give you reasons for the main verb:  

since you have purified your souls 
since you have been born again 

--> fervently love one another from the heart 
The second participial phrase clearly indicates salvation - being born again. There is debate about whether the 
first phrase refers to salvation or sanctification. It could refer to salvation because verses 17-21 are speaking of 
salvation, because the idea of obedience to the truth is often used in the NT for salvation (Rom. 16:26, etc.), 
and because it is a perfect tense - completed in the past with continuing results. It could refer to sanctification 
since it has the idea of purifying and since verses 13-16 call for holiness. So we have one principle for sure, and 
one principle that is possible:  

¶ Principle: new birth brings a new way of living: fervent love for others 

¶ Possible Principle: sanctification brings fervent love for others 

¶ Principle: love is not natural - heart change is necessary first 



 
sincere 
anupokritos, BDAG "without pretense, genuine, sincere, lit. without play-acting."  

¶ Principle: there is a kind of love that is not really sincere; it is ultimately self-centered, and that is the 
kind of love that is possible before your soul has been purified by obedience to the truth.  

 
fervently 
ektenos, BDAG "persevering: eagerly, fervently, constantly" 

¶ Principle: love for others should be both aggressive and persistent 
 
from the heart 
see marginal note: from a clean heart is likely here 

¶ this supports the principle we said earlier: love is not natural - heart change is necessary first. Matt. 
12:34 out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. Matt. 15:19 out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, etc. I Timothy 1:5 the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart.  

¶ The heart that is being instructed and purified is a heart that will be growing in love. Don't claim 
progress in Christian growth if that progress has not been accompanied by growth in love.  

 
A heart that has been changed by God and is being changed by God loves fervently.  
 
Love & our church: We have a particular kind of church. We are serious about Bible teaching and exposition; 
we are careful with our worship and imitation of culture; we are serious about personal holiness and personal 
dedication. We are a church with high expectations, and a church with a fairly serious tone. But no one expects 
us to be a loving church: as soon as some people pick up on those things, they expect us to be a judgmental 
church, a critical church, a stuck up church, a church that doesn't want to have anything to do with sinners. But 
if we are understanding I Peter 1 correctly, the opposite is the case! A church that is serious about truth and 
serious about growth and serious about holiness ought to be the most loving!  
 
Love & Broken Down House 
So Tripp has a chapter called "Determine to Love." Why is determining to love so important when you live in a 
world that is so broken by sin? Why does "determine to love" fit as a chapter in a book called "Broken Down 
House"? 

¶ because everyone needs it 

¶ because God commands it 

¶ because the brokenness makes people harder to love (easier to be critical, etc.) 

¶ the brokenness in our own lives gives us lots of excuses not to love 

¶ because the brokenness makes the love stand out: it is unexpected 
 
Practical Love 
Now Tripp gives a gigantic list of practical phrases to capture what this love looks like. I've picked out a bunch 
of them for us to consider: 

¶ It means not keeping yourself so busy with you and yours that you have no practical time to love 
others. 

o This is the point we made each of the last two weeks: sometimes we don't have time for 
others because we need a rearrangement of our life organization and life priorities.  

¶ It means being committed to knowing people, because you can minister only in very limited ways to 
those whom you do not know. / It means building relationships, not just for the purpose of being 
relationally comfortable, but so that those relationships would be a workroom for redemption.  

¶ It means being willing to have your life complicated by the needs and struggles of others.  



¶ It means being willing to live with an open home.  

¶ It means being perseverant and patient even when the love you give is not returned.  

¶ It means resisting the temptation to be judgmental, self-righteous, and critical.  

¶ It means overlooking minor offenses and fighting the temptation to become bitter or cynical.  
o When we allow little things to distance us from others, of course we won't love them.  

¶ It means admitting that you are still learning to love as you have been loved.  
o This is a great one for me: the importance of wanting to continue to grow in love. We all want 

to think of ourselves as loving people; but we should think of ourselves as people who are far 
from loving like Christ loved us, and so we have tons of room to grow in love. 

¶ It means moving beyond simply surrounding yourself with people whom you find comfortable and 
likeable.  

¶ It means being willing to be misunderstood, mistreated, and misrepresented for the sake of 
incarnating Christ's love.  

o Sometimes an attempt to love will not come across that way. Consider Christ - how 
misunderstood was the greatest act of love ever! 

¶ It means not letting race, social class, gender, age, or ethnicity get in the way of a biblical call to 
Christlike love.  

o We can probably add preferences and standards to that list. Sometimes we shy away from 
people who don't have our exact standards. We can also add personality - sometimes we just 
shy away from people of certain personalities.  

¶ It means being willing to have your schedule and plans interrupted or altered.  

¶ It means being willing to grant and seek forgiveness.  

¶ It means paying attention to the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of people God puts in your 
path, and looking for ways to help them bear those burdens.  

¶ It means being willing to endure tense and uncomfortable situations lovingly.  
o People who can't handle any conflict, any tension, anything uncomfortable are unlikely to step 

out in love for others.  

¶ It means being open to correction, loving criticism, and godly rebuke.  
o As we've said previously, you have to let yourself be loved. You have to be willing to be a 

recipient of ministry, a recipient of godly love. It doesn't help to try to be the answer for 
everyone else but refuse to let anyone else help you.  

¶ It means believing in the body of Christ and recognizing that you are but one of the tools in God's big 
toolbox of redemption.  

o Not trying to be the hero, the loving one in the church. Some people really want a reputation 
as the loving person. And that's dangerous, to try to define yourself like this.  

o As Tripp says in another of his points, that's also dangerous because you can try to be people's 
Messiah. You can try to be the answer for people, and Christ-like love recognizes that your 
love for that person is only a part of the fuller picture of what God is doing. You are not the be-
all and do-all and end-all of that person's spiritual growth. If you see yourself that way, you'll 
get frustrated or burnt out or you'll drive the person crazy.  

o Another things: when we try to be someone's Messiah, it is usually because we want to feel 
better about ourselves. We want to feel like we are loving and important and really making a 
difference. Be very careful about loving others for the sake of feeling better about yourself. 
Bottom line: don't think more highly of yourself than you ought to think.  

¶ It means hiding God's Word in your heart and keeping His kingdom always before your eyes. / It means 
daily remembering Jesus, being in awe of the gift of his love, and living thankfully.  

¶ It means remembering that you are more like than unlike the people you are called to love.  
 



Broken Down House 
Chapter 14 

 
Listen a Lot 

Listen to know grace 
Read Eph. 1:15-20. Though Paul doesn't use the word grace here, he has used the word grace in the 
beginning of the chapter, he will use the word grace repeatedly in the rest of the book, and everything 
he is describing here is grace. Calling, inheritance, power - this is all grace. This spirit of wisdom and 
revelation is probably the Spirit of God. In the word of God, by the Spirit of God, you come to know 
grace as He enlightens the eyes of your heart.  

Listen to remember grace 
Once you know you can forget. Many times the OT tells us that Israel forgot what God had done for 
them. You neglected the Rock who begot you and forgot the God who gave you birth.  The sons of 
Israel forgot the Lord their God and served the Baals. They forgot his deeds and his miracles that He 
had shown to them. They quickly forgot His works. They forgot God their Savior who had done great 
things in Egypt. (Deut 32:18, Judg 3:7, Ps 78:11, Ps 106:13, 21) 
So if you are going to celebrate grace, you will have to listen a lot or else you will forget the grace you 
have received.  

Listen to truly see grace 
Read Hosea 2:8, 11:3 
You can get maps for a walking tour of downtown LA. There are some interesting things to see, it's 
enjoyable. But if you get one more thing, it is far better. Get an audio tour guide, that you can put on 
your MP3 player, and so as you walk you listen to this audio tour. All of a sudden, the city comes alive. 
Now you hear the stories of the buildings, and the politics, and the art. You're told to go inside and see 
the spectacular ceilings of the library, you're told about the architecture of the Disney Concert Hall; 
there is one building downtown LA that is very dull on the outside but a man actually spend his fortune 
on the inside, but you would never go in if somebody didn't tell you.  
Our lives are full of the grace of God today, but if we don't have the audio tour, we can miss much of it. 
Just like that audio tour makes downtown LA come to life, so having God's word in your ear all the 
time makes life come alive. Suddenly you see and understand grace much better, and you start to 
notice amazing grace all around you.  

 
That actually is our next point: to celebrate grace, you need to:  
 
See God's gracious gifts all around you every day.  

Someone could quite easily walk around downtown LA by himself and say "That was pretty boring. They 
don't have the cool stuff like New York does." But somebody who has taken the audio tour would say 
"Boring! What are you talking about? Didn't you see this and this and this and this?" Two people, walking 
around the same place, seeing two very different things. I doubt I'll ever forget the professing Christian 
who said to me: "God hasn't done anything good for me in 8 years." Now, granted, they had gone through 
eight very hard years. They were going through a great test of their faith.  
But how long can you go without experiencing good things that you don't deserve from God?  
I tried to brainstorm a list of graces that we can easily forget:  

¶ Word 

¶ physical life: breath, mind that works, ears that can hear, fingers that can turn the pages, etc.  

¶ shelter, warmth 

¶ income 

¶ raiment 

¶ food 

¶ body of Christ 



¶ music 

¶ nature 
Those things are all gifts of God's grace. You might say "Tim, aren't we just talking about being thankful?" 
Sort of - but we're talking about the thankful recognition that every good thing we receive is from God. 
There are lots of people who will give thanks in about 10 days but God won't be in the picture. Suppose 
you are playing pinball, and the ball catches a funny bounce off a corner and goes right in the pocket 
where you needed it to go. And you say "I'm so thankful it caught that corner." You're not really thanking 
anyone, you're just saying you're thankful it happened. That's what many people do at Thanksgiving - they 
name things that they are thankful happened this year. But for many of those things they aren't really 
thanking anyone. They're just thankful it happened.  
Part of celebrating grace is living in the reality that every good and perfect gift comes down from above.  
Those good things in our lives are all personal gifts. They are not just impersonal happenings, but personal 
gifts that we didn't deserve, given to us by Someone who loves us. That Somebody is called the God of all 
grace. (I Peter 5:10) To celebrate grace we will have listen carefully to Him, and in the process we'll 
discover that our daily lives are packed full of good gifts of His grace.  

 
The third thing we must do, if we will celebrate grace, is: 
 
Face life with confidence based upon grace 

We take those words in II Cor. 9:8 and II Cor. 12:9 and say "By faith I believe that God's grace is sufficient for 
me." You face each day with confidence because His grace is sufficient for you.  
Let's connect this back to our broken down house illustration. I'm going to make up a silly hypothetical, to try 
to illustrate how this connects. Suppose that you took me away, and put me in an old broken down house. 
And you told me that my job was to renovate that house. I could have no help; I could have no tools; I could 
have no supplies; I would be given no money to spend; there were no records from the house to tell me 
about paint colors or wood types or anything like that. Have fun! I would wake up each morning with no 
tools, no experience at this, no wisdom, no skills, no supplies, no funds, no materials, no helpers. Of course 
I'd be miserable. That's how some Christians feel about life. Here they have this remnant of sinfulness left 
within them. They find that the Christian life involves a lot of battles, a lot of struggle. It's like renovating an 
old broken down house, and they feel like they have no tools, no experience, no help, no supplies. I was 
talking to someone recently about communication problems and I asked "How would you go about seeing 
those things change, seeing improvement?" They said "I don't have any idea." Christian living would be 
pretty frustrating that way - it would be like my illustration a huge job and absolutely no resources to do it.  
But let's adjust my illustration a bit; this has lots of faults, but I think the main point will make sense.  
I'm sitting in the living room of my decrepit old house, feeling hopeless. When an HGTV truck drives up. 
Apparently my house was nominated for some contest and I won! Architects and designers will work with 
me to plan the renovations; home improvement experts will come in and help me with the work; and 
suppliers are going to donate all of the materials I need to restore my house.  
Now when I wake up in the morning, how is my confidence level as I face this new day of renovation?  

Now what does Philippians 4:19 say? And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in 

Christ Jesus.  

Never grow out of grace 
There is a dangerous temptation to think that the more you grow in Christ, the less grace you need. This is 
what God warned Israel about - when you get into the land, and you find that everything has been provided 
for you, beware. Beware of pride. Beware of self-dependence.  
Imagine me out in the front yard of my HGTV award-winning house, and a neighbor comes by. "Pretty 
amazing," he says. "Yea, I'm pretty proud of the job I've done." Now suppose the foreman overheard my 
comment, and said "Sounds like you can do it yourself. I'll take my workmen home, the designers home, all 
the supplies home, you try it yourself. Call me in a few days if you need anything."  



You won't celebrate grace if you don't think you need it; you'll celebrate you instead. But God won't tolerate 
that. James 4:6 God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble. You will never outgrow your 
need for grace. You will need the grace of His Word all the days of your life; the grace of the body of Christ 
all the days of your life. It's not like a sliding scale, as if immature Christians need lots of grace and mature 
Christians need less and less. Actually, it seems that God often increases our opportunities and our 
challenges as we mature, so that we actually need more and more.  
 

So I'm suggesting these keys to celebrating grace. First, listen to God's Word a lot. It will help you understand 
grace, remember all the grace that you have received, and see the grace all around you and in you today. That 
will help you do the second thing, which is seeing God's gracious gifts each day. Then as you see that, this gives 
you this excitement and confidence that His strength is made perfect in weakness, and if you have a God who 
loves to give undeserved gifts - a God of grace - then you've got everything you need. So you live confidently, 
excitedly. And then you don't grow out of that. You'll keep needing it until you die.  
 

Broken Down House  
Chapter 15 

 
Tripp talks about the importance of not dividing your life up into segments: work, family, recreation, ministry.  
 
Tripp points out that many people connect ministry with the programs and schedule of their church - those 
things are ministry. He uses the word episodic. But he's trying to make the point that we shouldn't limit it to 
particular places, times, purposes. Churches can unwittingly contribute to this, with a theme like "Every 
member a minister." That can be such a good concept to help people get involved and serve. But it can also 
lead to the mentality, "I have my ministry, I did my ministry, I put in my hour a week." The rest of life becomes 
separated from ministry. So Tripp calls the chapter "minister everywhere."  
 
With that in mind, let's work on a brainstorming question: What is ministry?  
 
Possible answers: 

¶ Usually in the Bible the word ministry is used to translate the Gk word diakonos, which means to come 
alongside or aid someone else, to serve. So "ministry" could just mean any kind of serving people, from 
helping an elderly person get their groceries in their car to preaching a sermon. 

¶ Piper: a lifestyle devoted to advancing other people's faith and holiness 

¶ anything related to the great commission, discipleship 

¶ servant of god - what does god want me to do in any situation; may not be possible to directly serve 
someone, but mindset is always 'how can I serve God in this situation?' 

¶ Ministry is anything related to the restoration work God is doing (connects closely with the Great 
Commission idea). God is rescuing people from sin and restoring their sin-wrecked lives, and we should 
be involved in that in any way we can any time we can. If my house is broken down and in need of 
restoration, and if everyone else's houses are broken down and in need of restoration, then we must 
be people who do ministry everywhere. 

 
Tripp "If you are living as a sinner among sinners, then there is no situation, location, or relationship where 
ministry is not required." Tripp ends up defining ministry this way: "A heartfelt willingness to respond to the 
spiritual need that God puts in my path anytime, anyplace." So he's cheating a little bit because when he says 
"minister everywhere" ultimately he's talking about having a ministry attitude everywhere. But that is what we 
need: a perspective that sees every relationship and every situation as an opportunity for ministry and as a 
stewardship from God.  
 
In what area of your life are you most likely to forget about ministry?  



¶ Christian friendship? People that we consider to be our Christian peers - we don't think of them as 
being any less mature spiritually than us, being really in need of our ministry. We can just be content 
to hang out together with no ministry mentality at all.  

¶ Tripp uses the example of vacation. We want sinless people around us on vacation so that we can just 
relax and not have to deal with any problems.  

¶ Anything where someone is being paid to serve me: they are on the clock. (taking car in for service) 
You can't steal the employers time by hogging their employee - but there are ministry opportunities 
sometimes there that I tend to miss.  

 
Tripp talks about three aspects of a ministry lifestyle: 

¶ Vision: seeing needs. Having God's perspective on the word around us, instead of seeing the world 
"through the lens of personal desire agenda, feelings, needs, or purpose." Tripp uses this phrase "the 
lens of his redemptive zeal." If I go into a truly broken down house, I groan. I say "I don't know what to 
do with this. I don't want to have to deal with this." But someone else who specializes in restoring old 
homes walks in and says "Wow, what an opportunity." If we share God's heart for what He is doing in 
the world, we'll see opportunity all around us. We'll see the world through the lens of his redemptive 
zeal.  

¶ Commitment: you can't minister everywhere if you don't want to. You have to be committed to 
ministry everywhere.  

¶ Training: keep trying to hone your skills. Never think "I've arrived in this area of ministry." That's a big 
temptation - we like to think of certain things we are good at. But people who become great are 
usually people who are never content with themselves - always learning.  

 
Broken Down House  

Chapter 16 
 
Examine Your Legacy 
 
If legacy means reputation or memory, who cares? We are all likely to be soon forgotten. For every one person 
who is remembered several generations later, there are hundreds of thousands who are largely forgotten. 
How much do you know about the people in your family four, five, or six generations ago?  
But if legacy means impact - then yes, we all will have a legacy. Every human being who lives long enough to 
walk this earth leaves an impact, good or bad.  
 
Tripp says we all leave behind footprints for others to follow. In America today, the phrases "carbon footprint"  
or "ecological footprint" are hot topics. What is your business's carbon footprint; even what is the ecological 
footprint of your baby shower. How can you have a baby shower that does the most good and the least harm 
for the environment. (I'm not making that up!) But we need to ask about our spiritual footprints. What kind of 
impact are you making, good or bad? And if someone decided to follow in your footprints, would that be a 
good thing?  
 
We can also switch and use the illustration that the book is based upon. Our lives are about restoration - the 
spiritual restoration of lives broken down by sin. This has two parts - the restoration of our broken down house 
and our involvement in the restoration of the houses of others. It's like God's placed you in a house and he's 
placed you on a street.  
To have God-honoring legacy, restoration has to be happening in both places. In various places in this chapter 
Tripp emphasizes this. For example, in one section he talks about how "character trumps achievement." That 
means that the restoration of your own house is first priority. Your own Christlikeness is first priority. There is a 
great paradox here: who you are in secret is the key to your legacy. We pay a lot of attention to the outside, 



and what people see, and our reputation. But that's the paradox: those things aren't what will define our 
legacy in the end. Who you are in secret is the key to your legacy.  
 
So that's the restoration of your own house. Then there is the restoration of the houses of other people. At 
various times in this study we've looked extensively at the Biblical calls for involvement in the lives of others. 
Every relationship is a like a house that you get to play a part in. If people and relationships aren't a priority in 
your life, then it's hard to leave a positive legacy. God placed you in a house that needs to be restored, and on 
a street with other houses. But you have to get out and get to know your neighbors. So Tripp has a section 
titled: "Relationships are central to God's purpose for you."  
 
So your legacy will be related to the restoration of your house and the restoration of the houses of others. 
Who you are in secret is the key to your legacy; and relationships are central to God's purpose for you.  
 
So we could ask it this way: if the restoration process continues at its current pace, what will your house look 
like a year from now? Five years from now? Would we come back and see that the renovation has really 
moved along? Of course that's what we all want - that's not the question. The question is whether, at the 
current pace of restoration, things are likely to be different in your life and the lives of others a year from now?  
 
The current pace of restoration - see that implies something very important: the word "legacy" seems like a big 
grand concept, but each person's legacy is made up of a million little decisions. You are a product of your little 
daily choices.  
 
For me those two principles are critical: you are who you are in secret. That's what is most important to your 
legacy. And secondly, you are the product of your little daily choices. Those choices define your legacy.  
 
There are several different themes in Scripture that we could examine that relate to our legacy. I just want to 
touch on one theme:  
 
Fulfill your ministry 
Read John 17:4 
Read Acts 20:22-24 (note course, dromos same as II Ti. 4:7) my legacy means nothing except this - that I might 
finish my course 
Read II Timothy 4:7 finished the course 
Read II Timothy 4:5 Not "what legacy do I want to create for myself," but "how can I fulfill the ministry that 
God has called me to?" As we saw last week, ministry is all the time - it's not one area of your life, it's all of 
your life. God has ministry for you every day, at every turn, in all sorts of situations. Are you fulfilling your 
ministry.  
Jim Elliott said "I seek not a long life, but a full one like yours, Lord Jesus." He didn't mean full of exciting 
vacations and cool experiences - he meant he wanted to fulfill every bit of his ministry. He didn't care how long 
or how much, just that He would fulfill what God wanted for His life.  
If you continued on the path you are headed right now, would you fulfill your ministry?  
Read I Corinthians 15:58 here is how to fulfill your ministry: be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord. One little decision at a time; one day at a time, starting with the secrecy of your own heart. "I 
don't consider my life of any importance for me. But I just want to fulfill my ministry today. I just want to finish 
today's course."  
You can hear Paul's godly sense of "who cares" in Acts 20. I don't know what's coming, except that there will 
be bonds and afflictions, but who cares. I just want to be faithful, and abound in the work of the Lord, in this 
moment, in this hour. Let me be faithful and abound in the work of the Lord, and thus finish my course. You 
fulfill your ministry through faithfulness and abounding in the work of the Lord one moment at a time.  


