Laying a Strong Foundation
Lesson 1: I’m Saved … I Think?

Some new Christians had a dramatic salvation experience: they were emotionally overwhelmed by the good news of salvation, and they immediately saw remarkable changes taking place. But for most new Christians, it’s not nearly that dramatic! The truths about salvation still seem confusing to them, and living as a Christian is pretty intimidating. Many new Christians could honestly say: “I’m saved ... I think?” That’s normal! So let’s go back and review what the Bible says about salvation. 
Our church summarizes the Bible’s teaching on salvation in a short presentation called “Life’s Choice”:

The Bible says that there is a loving God who created everything that exists. Because He created everything, He is the ruler and owner of all things, including you and me. But we don’t like being told how to live, so we all choose to reject God’s way and try to make life work on our own. Because God is perfect and just, He will not let our rebellion go unnoticed. Those who rebel against God will face death and God’s judgment. That might sound harsh: but because God is also loving, He provided the answer. He sent His Son Jesus, who is God, and He lived a perfect life – then died on a cross to take the judgment in our place. But Jesus did not stay in the grave, because God raised Him from the dead and appointed Him ruler of all things. Anyone who will admit their rebellion and turn to Jesus as their Savior and Ruler will receive forgiveness and eternal life through His death and resurrection. So which way will you live? If we refuse to believe in Jesus’ death and resurrection for us and continue in our own way, we will face God’s judgment. But if we admit our rebellion, and turn to Jesus as Savior and Ruler, we will receive forgiveness and eternal life. 

Let’s look closer at the parts of that presentation. Use your Bible to look up the verses that are listed below, and try to answer the questions. 

The Bible says that there is a loving God who created everything that exists. Because He created everything, He is the ruler and owner of all things, including you and me. 
· The Bible states clearly that In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1). 

· Read Revelation 4:11, and summarize it in your own words: 

· Read Psalm 95:6. What does this verse say that we should do because the Lord is our Maker? 



· An artist owns the copyright to her artwork; a writer has the rights to do what he wants with his manuscript; and because God is creator, He is in charge. He is the ruler and owner of all things and all people. He gets to tell us how to live.  

But we don’t like being told how to live, so we all choose to reject God’s way and try to make life work on our own. 
· Read Romans 3:10-12. What do these verses claim about all people? 


· That’s a pretty bold claim! Is it true? Let’s look at the ten commandments (found in the Bible in Exodus 20):

1. Have no other gods before me. [Worship nothing but me]
2. Do not even worship any likeness of me. 

3. Do not take my name in vain. 

4. Keep the Sabbath day set apart for rest. 

5. Honor your father and mother. 

6. Do not murder. [and Jesus clarified that hating your brother is committing murder in your heart] 

7. Do not commit adultery. [and Jesus clarified that desiring someone else’s husband or wife is committing adultery in your heart] 

8. Do not steal. 

9. Do not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

10. Do not covet anything that belongs to someone else. [In Romans 7:7-8, Paul – a very religious and obedient Jew – said that this was the one command he could never get past. He found in himself “coveting of every kind.”]
· Based on those commandments, do you think it is true that we all choose to reject God’s way?
Because God is perfect and just, He will not let our rebellion go unnoticed. Those who rebel against God will face death and God’s judgment. 
· Read Hebrews 9:27. How many people will face God’s judgment? 



· Psalm 5:4-5 says For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No evil dwells with You. The boastful shall not stand before Your eyes; You hate all who do iniquity. According to these verses, why does God “not let our rebellion go unnoticed”?

· But most religions teach that we can do good things that will outweigh the rebellious things we’ve done. One teacher even said that we can earn “extra credit” with God by our good works. Read Isaiah 64:6. Based on what Isaiah says about our “righteous deeds,” do you think it’s true that we can earn extra credit with God and make up for the bad things we’ve done? 

· According to Ephesians 2:8-9, what is the relationship between being saved and good “works”?


· Are you good enough to get to heaven?
That might sound harsh: but because God is also loving, He provided the answer. 

· According to John 14:6, did God provide an answer or the only answer?
He sent His Son Jesus, who is God, and He lived a perfect life – then died on a cross to take the judgment in our place. 
· In a later study we’ll talk more about Jesus, but for now let’s focus on the fact that He “died on a cross to take the judgment in our place.”  The Bible says Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God (I Peter 3:18). What do you think “the righteous for the unrighteous” means?

· Read I Peter 2:24. Whose sins did Jesus die for? 
But Jesus did not stay in the grave, because God raised Him from the dead and appointed Him ruler of all things. 
· Buddha, Muhammad, Joseph Smith, Confucius – all are dead. But the Bible teaches that Jesus rose from the dead, defeating sin and death. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins (I Cor. 15:17).


· Read Romans 10:9. Do you have to believe that Jesus rose from the dead in order to be saved?



· According to Matthew 28:18, who has “all authority” now?

Anyone who will admit their rebellion and turn to Jesus as their Savior and Ruler will receive forgiveness and eternal life through His death and resurrection. 

· What does it mean to “turn to Jesus as their Savior and Ruler?”


· Do you think a person could choose to have Jesus as their Savior but not as their Ruler? 

· Read Romans 6:23. Eternal life is a ________________________. 


So which way will you live? If we refuse to believe in Jesus’ death and resurrection for us and continue in our own way, we will face God’s judgment. But if we admit our rebellion, and turn to Jesus as Savior and Ruler, we will receive forgiveness and eternal life. 
· You turn to Jesus as Savior and Ruler by talking to Him. You tell Him that you believe you are a rebel against God. You believe that you deserve God’s judgment. But you also believe that because God loves you, He sent Jesus to take the judgment in your place. You believe that Jesus died for you, and that He is the only way you can be forgiven and have eternal life. You ask Jesus to forgive you for your sin, and tell Him that now you want to learn to live His way rather than your way. Have you ever turned to Jesus, asking Him to be your Savior and Ruler?

Review
· Why does God have the right to be the ruler and owner of all things? 

· Why do all people face God’s judgment? 


· Can anyone do enough good to get to heaven? 


· Who is the substitute who takes the punishment we deserve?


· As we see our rebellion and guilt, we need to turn to Jesus as _______________ 

and __________________.

Digging Deeper
In future lessons we will cover most of these topics in more depth, but here are a couple sections of the Bible that you could read to dig deeper:
· Romans 10:1-13 

· Ephesians 2:1-10

· Titus 3:1-7

Skeptics are quick to question these Bible claims. There are many resources available that address some of the common questions. For example:

Is belief in creation scientifically credible?

· There are many web and print resources available from www.answersingenesis.org and www.icr.org
Did Jesus really exist? Did He actually die on the cross? Did He really rise from the dead?

· For an introduction, see The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel
Don’t all religions lead to God?

· See Jesus Among Other Gods by Ravi Zacharias

