Laying a Strong Foundation
Lesson 2: I’m Saved … Now What?
Baptism: Taking Your Faith Public

Turning from sin to trust Christ as Savior and Ruler happens in your heart. It’s often personal and private. But your faith in Christ is also supposed to be public – it isn’t supposed to remain a secret. Romans 10:9 says that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. Salvation isn’t supposed to say a secret of the heart – it’s supposed to be proclaimed. 

Baptism is an important first step in “taking your faith public.” Read Matthew 28:19-20, Romans 6:3-5, and Acts 16:31-33. Then read this brief explanation about baptism: 

1. Why should you be baptized? 

Because Jesus did it (Matthew 3:16), Jesus commanded it (Matthew 28:19-20), and the church practiced it (Acts 2:41). 
2. Who should be baptized?

Those who have believed the gospel (Acts 2:41). 
3. What does baptism mean?

When we are saved, we are spiritually ‘baptized’ into Christ (I Corinthians 12:13). It’s like placing something inside something else: the Bible repeatedly says that when we get saved we are “in Christ.” Because we are “in Christ,” united with Him, we get the benefits of His death and resurrection (Romans 6:3-5).  

Physical baptism in water pictures this spiritual baptism into Christ. Being baptized into the water pictures being baptized into Christ. 
So baptism is a public statement of our faith in Christ – it publicly pictures our desire to be “in Christ” and be saved by His death and resurrection. 

4. How should you be baptized?

Since baptism pictures our union with Christ, being completely immersed in water is the best way to picture this. This is apparently the way that baptism was practiced at the time of the New Testament: when Jesus was baptized He came up out of the water (Matthew 3:16), and when Philip baptized the eunuch they went down into the water (Acts 8:38). 
5. When should you be baptized?

As soon as you turn from your sin and turn to Jesus as Savior and ruler (Acts 16:31-33). Talk to your pastor about scheduling a time when you can be baptized at a church service. This is a great opportunity to invite family and friends so that they know about your faith in Christ as Savior.
What questions do you have about baptism? Have you been baptized since you turned to Jesus as Savior and ruler? Are you ready to be baptized? 
What happens next?

You’ve placed your faith in Jesus as your Savior and Ruler – now what can you expect? Ecstatic spiritual experiences? Mystical dreams and visions? Secret messages from God? And what exactly happened when you “got saved”? Are you still the same person you were before? Let’s study what it means to be “saved,” and learn three important phrases that describe you:

I have been justified.      I am being sanctified.      I will be glorified. 
Don’t be afraid of those “technical” terms. We have them in every area of life, from mountain climbing (carabiner?) to electronics (1080p?) to scrapbooking (lignin?). It’s no surprise that Christianity has its own set of terms to describe important concepts. Let’s start with the first one:

I have been justified

· Justified is similar to the more common word pardoned. It means “declared innocent.” The judge says you are not guilty. If you have turned from sin to Jesus as Savior and Ruler, you have been justified. God, the judge, declares that you are not guilty. Romans 5:1 says that having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

· That’s great news! I’m a sinner – but I have been declared innocent by the ultimate judge, God Himself! But … I’m still a sinner. And God’s justice is perfect. So how can He honestly declare me innocent, when I’m not? In the last lesson, we learned that God sent His Son Jesus, who is God, and He lived a perfect life – then died on a cross to take the judgment in our place. That suggests the two reasons why God can declare us innocent:
1. Jesus lived a perfect life. We live our own way in rebellion against God; Jesus lived in perfect obedience to God. 

2. Jesus died to take the judgment we deserve. The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23) – physical and spiritual death – but Jesus took that penalty in our place. 

· Let’s learn one more ‘technical’ word: impute. It means to credit something to someone’s account. God can justly declare us innocent because of two kinds of imputation. Look at this illustration:

[image: image1]
· My sin and guilt are credited (imputed) to Jesus’ account. I Peter 2:24 says He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross. His perfect obedience is credited (imputed) to my account. Read Romans 5:19. Why does it say that “many will be made righteous”?


· When you got saved, you were justified: God declared you to be innocent because Christ took the penalty for your sin and God credited Christ’s perfect obedience to you. You can confidently say “I have been justified!”

· Some Christians struggle with “assurance of salvation.” They go through times where they can’t confidently say “I have been justified!” Here are three common reasons why this happens:

1. They are trusting their own good works. Our hope for salvation is 100% in Jesus’ perfect obedience, death, and resurrection. If we start to trust in our own good deeds, we will quickly begin to doubt if we’ve done enough.  

2. They are turning from Jesus toward sin. All Christians sin after they are saved (see I John 1:8). Sinning does not change our justification; but it does take away our peace and hurt our fellowship with God. We aren’t supposed to have peace in our hearts when we are sinning – so it’s no surprise that Christians entangled by sin habits often doubt their salvation. In a later lesson, we’ll talk about how to properly handle the sins we commit as Christians. 
3. They are depending on their feelings rather than the promises of God. All Christians go through times when they don’t “feel” saved. But we can’t trust and follow our feelings. God promises that those who turn to Jesus as Savior and Ruler will be justified. We rest in the promise of God, not in our own feelings. 
· Have you struggled with doubts about your own salvation?
I am being sanctified.      
· You are justified. It’s done. Before God, you have been forgiven and declared innocent. But practically, you may have lots of sinful tendencies and habits in your life. Salvation doesn’t magically make you perfect! It does, however, begin a process of change in your life. We call this process sanctification. 
· In one sense, no one likes change. But now that we have turned from our own way, we want to live God’s way. We realize that our own way is rebellion against God. As my Creator, God has the right to tell me how to live. And His way is perfect. So a new Christian is eager to stop living life his or her own way and start living God’s way. How does that happen? 

· THE GOAL OF SANCTIFICATION: 

· The goal of sanctification is what the Bible calls “the image of God.” In other words, rather than conforming to a long list of do’s and don’ts, sanctification involves becoming like someone – changing to be more like God Himself. 

· God is perfectly faithful, fair, loving, wise, gentle, honest, patient, etc. We see those things illustrated clearly in Jesus (see John 14:9). So the goal of Christian change is to become like God or His Son Jesus. We usually say that the goal is Christ-likeness. For example, read Ephesians 5:25. In what specific area of life does this verse say we are supposed to be like Jesus? 

· The goal of sanctification is that we would be “in the image” of Jesus. 

· THE HINDRANCE TO SANCTIFICATION

· Sanctification is a struggle because there is an enemy inside us! We have an old sinful nature that doesn’t want to change and doesn’t want to be like Christ. Read Ephesians 4:22 and Colossians 3:9. What do these verses say we need to lay aside or put off? 


· Read Colossians 3:5 and 9. What are some of the things that characterize the “old self”?

· A new Christian wants to change to be like Christ. So, in the example we saw earlier, a husband wants to love His wife like Christ loves: purely, sacrificially, gently. But he finds in himself things like selfishness and anger that don’t like that! 


· So you have been justified; now the process of sanctification has begun. You are being sanctified, as you put off the old self that wants to live life your own way, and put on the new self that is like Christ. 

· THE STRENGTH FOR SANCTIFICATION


· You might be a little overwhelmed by the thought of “putting off” your own way and “putting on” Christlikeness. You should be overwhelmed! In your own strength, you can’t do it. Here’s the great news: God can provide all of the strength that you need. In a minute we’ll talk more about how this happens. But for now, you just need to know this: God will strengthen you to change in ways you never thought were possible! 

· So whose responsibility is sanctification? Do you change yourself or does God change you? Both are true. We don’t do it ourselves in our own strength, nor do we sit on the couch and wait for God to miraculously change us! As you work hard to grow and change, God gives His strength to make it happen.

· THE TOOLS FOR SANCTIFICATION
· There are certain primary tools that we use (and God uses!) to produce change in our lives:
1. Our personal Bible reading and study

2. Bible teaching and preaching

3. The influence of other Christians
· We’ll talk more about those things in later lessons. But for now, it’s just important to know that as a Christian, you will spiritually “starve” without these things. You need to be reading and studying the Bible yourself; attending a good church that carefully teaches the Bible; and spending time with other Christians who can influence you toward Christ-likeness. 
I will be glorified. 
· You have been justified. You are being sanctified. You will be glorified. 


· Read I John 3:2. When will you become perfectly like Christ? 

· Read Philippians 3:20-21. 

· Where is our true citizenship? 
· When Jesus returns, what will he do to “the body of our humble state” (our physical, earthly body)?

· Someday, Jesus will come again, change our physical bodies into new “glorified” bodies, and make us perfectly like Him. We will be completely sinless; we will not have the limitations of this earthly body any more; and we will live with Him forever. 

Review
· What does “justified” mean?

· God can justify us because of two kinds of imputation. Our _________________ is imputed to Christ and His _______________ is imputed to us. 

· What is sanctification? 

· Why is sanctification hard?

· Will you become perfectly Christ-like in this life? 

Digging Deeper
Justification is the most important thing that happened when you got saved. But it is certainly not the only thing! Read these verses to learn more:
· I John 3:1

· Titus 2:14

· Hebrews 2:15

· Ephesians 2:4-7

· II Corinthians 5:17

Read I Corinthians 15:42-57 to learn more about the resurrection of our bodies. 

What does Psalm 1:1-3 say about the importance of the Bible (God’s “law”) for our lives? 

In future lessons, we’ll learn more about the Bible, the Holy Spirit, and how we change. 
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