Laying a Strong Foundation

Lesson 8: Following and Sharing Christ in All of Life
FOLLOWING CHRIST IN ALL OF LIFE
As a Christian, you are a follower of Christ. You have been saved by Him; you are trying to grow to be like Him; you want to live your life His way; and you wait eagerly to spend eternity with Him. 

You will spend the rest of your life following Him. As you do that, God will work in your life to change every area of your life to be more pleasing to Him. It often seems as if God works on one area of our lives for a while, and just when we think we’ve got that mastered He shows us another area that needs some serious work!
Let’s briefly look at some of the areas that may change dramatically as you follow Christ:
Work

A job’s just a job, right? Not for a Christian. Because God is wise and powerful, we know that He places us in our jobs on purpose. Our jobs are opportunities for ministry to others; they are places where God prepares us for other tasks in the future; they are places where we can live out our Christian faith while others watch. 
Read Colossians 3:22-24. These first century “slaves” addressed in this passage would be much like today’s employees. What does God say to them about how they should work? 

The last phrase of Colossians 3:24 is really amazing. Why? 

How can these things change your perspective on your job?

Marriage 

The Bible radically changes our understanding of marriage. It tells us that marriage was God’s idea from the very beginning. It tells us that marriage is designed by God to show the world what His love is like. We only understand true love when we understand what Christ did for us. We learn how to love by following Christ’s example. We are given the ability to love by God’s grace. We could go on and on! 
If you are married, you will definitely need to study what the Bible says about love and marriage. Start with God’s plan for the first marriage in Genesis 2:18-25; study Paul’s classic teaching on marriage in Ephesians 5:22-33; look at God’s teaching about divorce in passages like Mark 10:2-12; and study God’s wisdom about marriage in Proverbs 5:18, 12:4, 18:22, 19:14, 31:10-11. You can also ask your pastor for recommended resources. Your church may offer a Bible study on marriage or host marriage conferences or seminars. There are many books available, such as Strengthening Your Marriage, by Wayne Mack; Reforming Marriage, by Douglas Wilson; Hidden Keys of a Loving, Lasting Marriage by Gary Smalley; Sex, Romance, and the Glory of God by C.J. Mahaney. For teenagers and college students, take a look at I Kissed Dating Goodbye and Boy Meets Girl by Joshua Harris.  
Parenting

The Bible also radically changes our understanding of parenting. If you are a parent, you must study what God says about parenting. His wisdom is perfect – parenting is an experience that often humbles us to realize that our wisdom is not! A book like What the Bible Says About Parenting by John MacArthur will work you through the key passages. There are many other great resources, such as Shepherding a Child’s Heart by Tedd Tripp, Age of Opportunity: A Biblical Guide to Parenting Teens by Paul David Tripp; Teach Them Diligently by Lou Priolo, and The Heart of Anger, by Lou Priolo. 
Money & Stuff
We live in a world that is obsessed with money and stuff. But even those who aren’t obsessed with materialism have to make decisions about money all the time, like it or not. Thankfully, the Bible teaches a lot about money. The Bible is filled with principles to help us understand how to manage our money and our stuff in a way that pleases God. The most basic principle is found in I Chronicles 29:14. This verse contains part of a prayer David prayed after they took a huge offering to help pay to build the temple. At the end of verse 14, what does David say about everything that they have given to God (also look at the end of verse 16)?
This is the most important principle about money and stuff: it’s all God’s. We are just stewards, to wisely use what He has given us for His glory. Think of your money and your stuff as tools – tools given to you by God that you can use for His sake. 

The Bible is full of other principles about money. Start with passages like Matthew 6:19-34 and I Timothy 6:6-19. Check with your pastor for other study resources, or check into the resources from a ministry like Crown Financial Ministries (www.crown.org). 
One other important issue: Do you have to tithe? The short answer is no: the tithe was an expectation for Israel that is not binding today. So why do churches take offerings, and why do so many Christians give 10% of their income? 
First of all, Israel’s tithe reflected a basic principle, found in Proverbs 3:9. What is that principle?

Secondly, churches have expenses – just rent or a mortgage, pastoral salary, and insurance combine for a pretty significant monthly expense. Add curriculum, music, advertising, office expenses, telephone, etc. Churches also provide funds for church members who are in financial distress, reach out to the homeless and needy, and support missionary efforts around the world. 
But the Bible has a lot more to say about giving:

· The Bible gives several examples of offerings to meet the needs of other Christians (Acts 6:1, Acts 11:27-30, etc.). 

· The Bible indicates that spiritual leaders who are serving full time should be paid (Phil. 4:10-18; I Tim. 5:17-18).

· The Bible teaches that everyone should give proportionate to their income (I Cor. 16:1-2).
· The Bible says that our giving should be bountiful and cheerful (II Cor. 9:6-8).

· The Bible says that we give generously because Christ has given so generously to us (II Cor. 8:1-12). 
So what’s the bottom line? Because we have received the greatest gift in Jesus Christ, Christians (of all people) should be radically generous. Our lives should be characterized by giving. Giving 10% of your income to help support the ministries of your church is a great place to start: but it’s a starting point, not a rule. What is important is that you give generously and joyfully, because God has given so generously to you. 
SHARING CHRIST IN ALL OF LIFE

The Christian life involves not just following Jesus, but also sharing about Him. We call this evangelism, an English word that comes from the Greek word that means “good news.” You know the greatest news anyone could ever know. Are you going to keep it a secret?
Before Jesus ascended into heaven, He gave us a mission. Read Matthew 28:18-20. What is that mission? 

Evangelism is intimidating for most people, but God can give you the grace, courage, love, and wisdom to faithfully share the good news about Jesus. Learning more about evangelism will also help you feel less intimidated. Your church should offer an evangelism training series, so we won’t attempt that here. If you don’t have access to evangelism training, purchase a book like Speaking of Jesus by Mack Stiles. You can also look at websites like wayofthemaster.com, twowaystolive.com, or eeinternational.org. 

Since God is perfectly wise and powerful, you can be certain that He will put you in many situations where you can share the gospel. Sharing Christ can happen in all of life. This may be with family, neighbors, coworkers; it may be someone at the gym, the store, or the baseball game. You never know where God might use you to share the truth of the Bible and influence someone to follow Christ. 
