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Update 1 July 2008

After more than 40 days in Southern California, an update on what God
has done and is doing through your support is overdue.

THANKS:

To begin with, Alicia and I thank the Lord for His grace and your kind and
generous support during this transition time and beyond. Your prayers and gifts
have been used by Him to sustain us spiritually and keep our head above water
financially. We praise the Lord that our many extra bills are paid and God has
provided us with dental lab work and ministry giving to help us be ready for the
ongoing expenses. God also sustained our health and vehicles (car and moving
truck) without major incident throughout the move and settling in. He has given
us help beyond measure in Greenville, across the country, and in Menifee from
church people, friends, and family. We thank the Lord and you for all that we
have received.

MOVE:

After weeks of packing by Alicia, family and friends in Greenville came to
our aid and helped us pack (literally) the moving van and a trailer with all our
earthly belongings. A friend generously offered his time to drive the van across
country so that our family could travel together in our mini-van. It was a long
but good trip with times of tears, of joy, of fatigue, of anxiety, of excitement, of
peace. God graciously sustained us through 2700 miles, 41 hours in the car, and
6 days on the road. Thanks to all who helped us pack, encouraged us along the
way, and prayed for us during those days.

ARRIVAL:

We arrived at our new home a bit weary, but also very eager. In the kitchen
we found a great big OoOWelcome Homed c:
They had toys for the boys, fruit, and other essentials waiting for us. The church
folks turned out in force to help us unload our truck, set up our beds and other
furniture, and unpack many boxes so that we had a wonderful jump start to set-
tling in. All-in-all we were surprised, humbled, and grateful for all we received
when we arrived!




MINISTRY:

The second week we were here, a BJU mission team arrived. One of their
primary ministries was to canvas our new neighborhood in preparation for an
outreach event. The outreach was a wonderful evangelistic opportunity and
church-strengthening activity. I had the privilege of preaching that Sunday after
the outreach because Pastor Tim was speaking at a church planting conference
and presented our ministry plans to the church hosting the conference. It was a
blessing to participate in an especially vibrant time for evangelistic and edifying
ministry. Even though it was challenging to be extra busy so close to our move,
it was an encouragement of things to come that has stayed with us through the
ups and downs of settling in.

BEGINNING:

After a month of unpacking, setting up the dental lab, putting things away
in the house, catching up on work, meeting with church friends, and visiting
with family, it was a joy to officially start assisting Pastor Tim this last week
(July 16%). My plan is to put in 5 hours of focused church work on Wednesdays
in addition to meeting with people individually and as a family and other church
activities and services. |l 6ve enjoyed
student, setting up discipleship training with a new convert, and scheduling
meals with some of the church family.

REQUESTS:

Please pray:

. for the church family in Menifee to trust in the Lord and experience
His provision during the economic downturn.

f that God would give our family strength and spiritual growth as we
establish a new home with new relationships.

f that we would invest in the lives of others even during a time when
we feel our own needs very acutely at times.

T that we would establish good patt
tual, emotional, and physical health so that we would be useful for
ministry over many years.

Our prayer in these early days is that we would build a good foundation for
decades of gospel ministry through church planting in Southern California.

Please feel free to contact us at ericstrue@gmail.com and keep up with
what God is doing in Southern California at lahope.org, ministry updates.
Thank you for your financial support and prayers.



