
 

 

 

 

 

  
SETTLING IN:  

 God has graciously given us strength and time to start settling into our new 
house, area, and ministry. Weõve gotten many things put away and organized in 
the house. We have really enjoyed our neighborhood with sidewalks, a lake to 
walk around, parks for the boys to play at, and neighbors to meet and get to 
know for gospel ministry. Knowing where to shop, how to get around our area, 
and how to get dental lab work done and shipped to Greenville on time has im-
proved. Getting settled in has allowed us to show hospitality to many families at 
church (having people over has often helped us get more settled in˂).  

FAMILY TIME:  

We have enjoyed many special family times recently. Some of the highlights 
have been the beautiful Pacific Ocean, the San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal 
Park,  the city of San Diego, visiting grandmothers and other family in near-by 
areas, and doing things in our neighborhood and around the house together. 
When Brandon turned 5 we had a wonderful time with all the elders and their 
families at our home and a near-by park.   

ASSISTANT òPASTORó: 

There were many òformalitiesó finalized this month that were much more 
than just formalities. It was a very special time for Alicia and me to be voted in 
as church members and for the congregation to vote me in as an elder and spe-
cifically as an assistant pastor being prepared to pastor the next church. Pastor 
Tim used the time to teach and preach about church leadership again in Sunday 
school and at a special service where I was appointed to the role of elder.  

PASTORAL MINISTRY:  

As a pastor, I officiated the Lordõs Supper for the first time, often read 
Scripture and pray during the services, help with music when needed, meet with 
people, assist pastor Tim, worked through the content of all our web and print 
materials, researched longer term facility options, minister with the other elders 
at Sunday evening meetings, listened to the testimonies of prospective members 
(who became new members), pray earnestly and often for our people, and do 
whatever I can to help Pastor Tim, participate with the other elders, and pro-
mote the spiritual growth of the church and the spread of the gospel.  
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SPECIAL GIFT: 

Not long after we arrived in Southern California, I got a phone call from 
Justin Murphy owner of a branding and design company in Greenville, SC. He 
wondered if he and Chip Wiginton could come as a mission trip to help Grace 
Bible Church with our logo, website, print materials, etc. Pastor Tim and I were 
thrilled and humbled since we had that project on our schedule for August but 
didnõt know where the time, expertise, or money would come from to do it. 
God encouraged all of us with His kind providence. They stayed in our home, 
participated in ministry while they were here, and refreshed us by their cheerful-
ness, friendship, and work. They got a lot done and should finish sometime in 
Octoberñjust in time for GBCõs 5th anniversary (logo example to left).  

ELDERõS òRETREATó: 

 After weeks of planning and preparation, our team of four elders met for 
two days of Scripture reading, evaluating, discussing, proposing, planning, and 
praying over every aspect of our ministry. Each elder had different areas to re-
port on and present suggestions in addition to the group discussions. Pastor Tim 
presented us with a written plan and time-table for the next church plant. Our 
sessions were organized around our ministry priorities. It was a special joy to 
read Scripture related to each priority before hammering through the details. 
The highlight for me was the extended time of prayerñhearing each man pour 
out his heart to God for themselves, their families, each other, and the church. It 
was an invaluable time but amazingly exhausting for all of us. 

NEXT STEPS: 

 Our plan for the next church plant will be the underlying guide for my next 
steps in ministry at GBC. Two big things have begun and are next for me: re-
searching the location for the next church plant with a decision by the end of 
the year and leading 6 outreach events for GBC (in part to prepare for the next 
church). I continue to work a focused 5 hours per week on Wednesday after-
noon while putting in more hours at other times with things like this update, 
meeting with people, prayer, family activities with other leaders and families in 
the church.   

PRAYER REQUESTS: 

Please pray: 
¶ For the spiritual and physical health of GBCñthere are especially 

important needs right now in the lives of some families 
¶ For Godõs continued financial provision for the people in this tough 

economic time. 
¶ For Godõs wisdom and guidance in the research and selection of the 

location for the next church plant. 
¶ For increased evangelistic opportunities and effectiveness 
¶ For Godõs fame to spread in Southern CA 
 


