
ZOO 
Needing some family time, we took a trip to the zoo with the 

objective of noticing a òuniquely excellentó feature of the animals. 
Our goal was to illustrate the glory of God for the boysñit was a 
great day. What would you say the glory of the hippopotamus is? 

VISITOR  
 Our good friend Linda Schlichting came from Greenville to 

visit her family (they live near a prospective church planting city). 
Sunday through Tuesday (for 2 weeks), she helped us with painting 
and watching the boys. She had great times of witnessing to her 
family and her mother and Uncle even came to our church with her!  

RETREAT  
The Lovegroves offered to watch our boys so that we could 

attend a couples retreat at Camp Ironwood with Dr. Bob III and 
Beneth as the speakers. It was a wonderfully refreshing time in every 
way! One of the special joys was spending hours with other SoCal 
pastors/church planters and their wives. 

BIRTHDAY  
Grace Bible Church had its 5th birthday party. We enjoyed get-

ting to host it at our community clubhouse. We were able to finish 
the web-site in time to introduce it and have it live that night, show 
a slide presentation of the first five years, do some fun games and 
skits and songs, and have a great meal and devotional time. 

HELPING  
We enjoyed giving back to the Lovegroves by watching their 

girls while they went away. I also prepared for (many happy hours) 
and preached on the death of Jesus Christ as Redeemer and lead the 
Lordõs Supper. 

THANKSGIVING  
 On Thanksgiving we went to my Aunt Charleneõs. We were 

able to share the gospel with her friends who have a Mormon back-
ground. That evening we dropped in on many other relatives and 
invited them to church and our home for lunch on Sunday, Decem-
ber 7thñsomething we prayed and planned for since arriving. 

FAMILY  
Dec. 7th came and we had 5 relatives come to church and 25 to 

our home for lunch. We had a good time and gave out Lukeõs  
gospel with a tract included in the introduction and conclusion. 
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SURPRISED 
We were surprised by the Christmas Shamu show at Sea World, 

(we are thankful for the gift of year passes). It was encouragingly 
Christ-centered. Southern California does many elaborate decora-
tions and events for Christmas. But how many know and accept the 
unique excellence of ChristmasñJesus Christ, God in flesh, come to 
live and die for sinners as their only hope of reconciliation with Him. 

CO-LABORERS 
 When we were at Disneyland (thanks to cousin Albert), we 

bumped into Pastor Stephens and family and had a very profitable 
and encouraging fellowship in line for a ride. A few weeks later we 
had them to our home for dinner with the Lovegroves and contin-
ued good family and ministry fellowship even resulting in plans for 
our church to help them with outreach. We had a great turn-out dis-
tributing out about 1,000 door hangers for their church. 

CHRISTMAS 
We had a very enjoyable Christmas with our little family. We 

were at home for the morning and then with church friends in the 
evening. The time before and after was full of visits, and special 
times with family and friends. The boys got to be in a Christmas 
play, play in the snow, be with cousins, and friends.  

GIFTS 
Our supporting churches were so kind and generous over the 

holidays with special gifts. The extra funds were especially helpful 
because the economy has made a significant dent in our income.   

MUSIC 
Under Pastor Timõs direction, I laid out a 3 month plan for our 

Sunday morning music to be evaluated and updated so that we are 
singing the songs that are important to us, learning new songs, and 
not neglecting old ones. Iõll also be doing the song leading at church 
for a while which will be a special privilege and responsibility.  

FACILITY  
 I spent more time driving around, calling, meeting, etc. about 

facility options. Iõm working with a local college right now and the 
Lord is proving more money toward a long-term solution.   

PRAYER REQUESTS 
¶ For all of us at GBC to be reading our Bibles  
¶ For the right facility now and into the future 
¶ For implementation of our outreach plans 
¶ For more dental lab work/financial provision 

Please feel free to contact us at ericstrue@gmail.com and 
keep up with what God is doing in Southern California at  
lahope.org, ministry updates. Thank you for your financial support 
and prayers. 


