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.. NEW YEAR

> Wow! The new year is going fast with many encouragements
& and needs for prayer. We have so much to greatly rejoice in even if
. {we have, from time to time, temporary distresses by various trials (1
Peter 1). In our case, for now, the trials are few and blessings many.
FAMILY
= I n January Aliciads Mom and fou

8@ with us. The time went far too fast, but was full of good memories
, and ministry. They helped us with special music, visiting with other

1 FRIENDS

Also in January, we hosted very close friends from PA for an-
other wonderful week. Well, okay, mixed with wonderful fellowship
and an awful flu. Our family took turns being sick, but, praise the

Lord, we didndt share it with the
some good memories!
PROVISION

c°rnerst°ne As | mentioned in our last update, the economy has reduced
‘\ sapTisT cnurcy OUrlabincome. When Pastor Reimers and the leadership at Corner-
stone Baptist Church in Greenville heard about it, they immediately
voted to double our monthly support so that | could focus more

time on ministry and less on concern for lab work. What a surprise
and joy! | immediately began putting in nearly 8 hours of church
work per week. It has really helped us make serious progress toward
choosing a location, and get some writing projects done like formal

S guidelines for our teachers and c
Chrlstlan L|fe~ CONFERENCE
Conference\\// I n February, we had a oChristia
GRACE BIBLE CHURCH v\ Bi bl e Church that includéa si x se

man with more than 50 years of faithful ministry and marriage, and
two sessions for the ladies with his Mom. It was a delightful time of
conviction, encouragement, and growth for our church.

BRUNCH

Alicia and | spent a lot of time (esp. Alicia) preparing for and
hosting a couples brunch on Valentines Day as part of our confer-
ence. We had a lot of help and really enjoyed working together to
do something beautiful and memorable for the couples at church. It
included pictures of each couple, great food, flower arrangements,
and a special challenge from Pastor Lovegrove Sr.




LOCATION

Alicia and | have started in earnest to drive around potential
church planting locations. One of the cities we are seriously consid-
ering has more than 170,000 people and is seamlessly connected o
other cities of similar size. The picture to the left shows a tiny slice
of the view you can see of houses stretching out for miles and miles.
We dondt Kk nnondedahurchaesthere,lso vwe avill be do-
ing much more research in the days ahead. We plan to decide by
May. Please pray for Godds wisdom
boys were troopers as we spent three different days in the car and on
each of them about 12 hours away from home.

TRUES

In early February, my parents came for their first visit with an-
other one planned for April. It was a wonderful time to show and
tell and be together. My Dad stayed for four days and then Mom
stayed for another seven. She was a tremendous help with the boys
and around the house even allowing Alicia and me to take a couple
days to get away by ourselves!

MARTYN

Our special friends, Jeff and Erica Roach were in Southern CA
for a few days on business. During ourrtight getaway, we met
them for lunch and had a really special time visiting. We got to meet
their precious Martyn for the first time! God gifted Martyn to them
through adoption a few months ago and their story is one worth re-
telling over and over again.

MEN

One of the burdens on my heart continues to be the people at
GBC. | 6ve been making a special e
talking to, and meeting with men.

in particular to encourage, teach, and hold accountable. With one of
the men, we are studying through the qualifications for a deacon one
guality at a time because of his interest in that position. It is a joy!

OUTREACH

Wedbve begun renewed church o0go
menting our outreach plan and materials for 2009. | had the privilege
of introducing these materials in Sunday school, and the core is our
church invitation card with gospel presentation on the back and a
new booklet callethe Essential JeRus the Gospel of Luke and a
gospel tract combined in one. You can read more about it on our
church web site findhope.net.

PRAYER REQUESTS

1 For gospel outreach and Ggigen church growth

1 For the right facility now and into the future

1 For the location of His choosing for church #2

1 For spiritual growth in us and GBC

Please feel free to contact usratstrue @gmail.comand
keep up with what God is doindattope.org ministry updates.
Thank you for your financial support and prayers.




